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PREFACE. 

BY the Greek Language, which 
the Title-Page fetteth forth, 
the Reader is to underftand the an- 
tient Greek Language, and not the 
modern. This I look upon as a dif- 
ferent Language frona the former : 
as different perhaps as the Italian 
is from the Latin. We indeed call 
it the modem Greek ; But the mo- 
dem Greeks themfelves call it ^'w*- 
ftaiJK^y. Simon Fortius was the iirfl, 
who publifh'd a Grammai: of this 
Language at Paris in 1636, which 
a he 
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he entitled T^xf/iiJixTixri rtic ^ufjLx'ijalis 
yAcoercraf. And yoh.TribbecboviuSy in 
the year 1 705, publifhed at Jena 
another Grammar of the fame Lan- 
guage with this Title, Brevia Lin- 
gua ^wfAxija^s Ekmenta. * ** Appel- 
" latur vero vulgaris Graecorum 
" Lingua ^ufMii)^ five Romasa, quia 
" Chriftiani Graeci Conftantinopo- 
" lim fuam Novam Romam pri- 

" dem dixerant." Confiftendy 

with this by Accents the Reader 
is alfo td underftand thofe, which 
are commonly ufed in writing, and 
pronoimcing the antient Greek. 

It is now about feventy Years 
fince Henninius and Wetfiein wrote 

■ Mich. Langii Mektema de Ori^e, Pro- 
greflu, et variis Fatis Ling, Grxcae. Se£t. xx. 
Noriberga; 1708. 

Upon 
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PREFACE. iii 

upon the Pronunciation of the 
Greek Language. And the fame 
Subject was moved again in Italy 
not many Years ago. •* Mirtijbus 
Sarpedmius wrote againft the ac- 
centual Pronunciation, and * Sta- 
nijlaus Velajius wrote in favour of 
it. -If what thefe authors have faid 
had been either Way fatisfadory to 
me, the following Papers might 
have been Ipared. But, if I am 
not greatly miflaken, they have 
not gone to the bottom of this 
Subjedt. This I am certain of, that 
the Method, which I have purfued, 
is quite different from any, which 

•> Mirrifbi Sarpedonii Diflertatio de vera 
Atticoriitn Pronunciatione. 4*°. Romae 1750. 

« Tho. Staniflai Velafti Diflertatio de Litte- 
rarum Grsecarutn Pronunciatione. 4*°. Romae 
175^ 

a 2 I have 
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I have yet feen. However, the. 
Reader js free to confider what 
hath been, or may be faid on both 
Sides, an4 then to judge for hijn- 
iblf, - 
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A 

DISSERTATION 

AGAINST THC 

MODERN USE OF ACCENTS 

INTHEANTIENT 

GREEK LANGUAGE, 

ARIGHT Pronunciation is 
neceffijy in all Languages. 
And the more harmonious 
a Language is in itfelf, the more 
will it fiifFer by a wrong Pronuncia- 
tion. — As therefore the Greek Lan- 
guage recommendeth itfelf above 
all other Languages upon Account 
of its Harmony, it muft be well 
worth our while, if we would be 
acquainted with its real Beauties, 

B to 
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to know how it ought to be pro- 
nounc'd. 

The Ufe of Accents in the anti- 
ent Greek Language was one thii^, 
and the modern Ufe of them in the 
fame Language is another. The 

•wrpoffu^iui were mufical. 'or^oarai^ix, 
[AST o^yocva w^rj. Hefych. taoi^aL to 
•ZETf Of OLXitaLQ {xM^xc) xhiv ^fixg touq 
(ptovouc ^ 'sra^a, ro^'sr^of otvTotc x^sadxt 
Toc 'aroiviiioiloi. Etymohg. Mag. And 
fo * Alexander Aprodijienfoy a much 
more antient Writer : iff^o(Tu$ioc o 

. ^ Henninius and others have ar- 
gued againft the modern ufe of Ac- 
cents in the Greek Language chiefly 
from antient Manufcripts, Infcrip- 
tions, and Medals; in none of which 



" Ad fophifticos Elenchos Ariftotelis. c. iii. 
2 any 
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any Accents appear. — And this Ar- 
gument is certainly very ftrong and 
conclufive* For as to that part of 
the Argument, which Is founded 
upon antient Infcriptions and Me- 
dals, if it fhould be faid, that no Ac- 
cents appear in them becaufe they 
could not be conveniendy placed 
there, this cannot be faid as to that 
part of the Argument, which is 
founded upon antient Manufcripts, 
where they could have been conve- 
niently placed. — The main Force 
therefore of this Argument arifeth 
from antient Manufcripts. And it 
will appear to have a ftill greater 
Force, if it be coniider'd, that no 
Manufcripts, that are 1000 Years 
old, and upwards, have any Accents. 
Which is a full Proof, not only that 
Accents, as they are now ufed in the 
Greek Language, were unknown to 
the antient Gr^eks^ but alfo that they 

B 2 are 
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4 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

are of a very modern Date, ancf 
were not in common Ufe but after 
the abovemention'd Period, i. e, 
finee the feventh Century. — * Near 
were Accents generally written in 
Manufcripts immediately after that 
Time. For there are many, and 
good Manufcripts too, written fince 
the feventh Century, which have no 
Accents at all. But the Practice be- 
gan in the feventh Century, and by 
Degrees prevailed. 

I>f the Library of St. Germain 
des Pre% there is a Mariufeript oF 
St. PauTs Epiftles, which was co- 
pied from a Manufcript of Pamphi- 
lus the ^fertyr ; as is faid in the kft 
Lines of the feid Copy. The origi- 
nal Manufcript was deftroy'd when 
the Library o£ Caefarea was burnt. 
And confequently the Copy muft 
have been made before the Year 

" Mountfaucon's Pateographia Grseca. p.z 15. 

800. — 
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goo. — In this Manufctipt there are 
Accents, which are placed as Ac- 
cents are now placed. And thefe 
Accents appear to be as old as the 
Manufcript itfelf. For the Letters 
and Accents are written with the 
iame Ink. In fome Places indeed 
the Accents have been retouch'd : 
but yet fo, that it ftill appears in 
thefe very Places that the original 
Accents (which are not quite obH- 
terated) were placed juft as they are 
now placed. — This, I beUeve, is the 
oldeft Manufcript extant, that hath 
original Accents. But even this Ma^- 
nufcriptcarrieth with it a Proof that 
Accents were not then in common 
and general Ufe. For it hath, not 
only many Words, but even many 
Lines, without any Accents. Which 
muft have arifen from the Copier's 
being ufed to write indifferently 
with, or without Accents. 

B 3 When 
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When I confider'd this Subject 
many Years ago, I thought one might 
argue more effe<flually upon it in a 
Manner that may be called a prioriy 
i, e, from the Nature of Syllables, 
and even from the Analogy of the 
Podrine of Accents. Upon this 
Principle I drew up fome Obferva- 
tions, which I have fince put toge- 
ther, and now fubmit to the Judg-^ 
ment of the Reader. Premifing this. 
That by the Analogy of the: Do- 
ctrine of Accents \ mean a Con- 
formity to thofe general Rules of 
accenting, which pfofefs to have a 
Regard to Quantity, and to keep as. 
mvich as poflible, the Accent of the 
firft Word, or Words of the fame 
Form, in the fame Place, 

My Deiign is not to write againft 
^11 Ufe of Accents, Some .Accents 
^re, and niuft be ufed in all Lan^f 

^ages, 



Digitized by 



Google 



GREEK ACCENTS. 7 

guages. For there is no Harmony 
in continued Monotones. And 
therefore ^ Martianm Capella very 
juftly laith, that Accents are the 
Soul of Words,- and the Foundation 
of Mufic : Jhtima vocum et mufices 
feminarium. But my Defign is to 
fliow, that the modern Way of plac- 
ii^ Accents in the antieitt Greek 
Language is wrong, becaufe it is — 

1. Very arbitrary and uncertain.— 

2. Contrary to Analogy, Reafon, 
and Quantity. And — 3. Contra- 
didory to itfelf. 

The Truth of thefe Propofitionj 
will appear from an Induction of 
Particulars. And it will be almoft 
impoffible to keep them fo diftind:, 
but that they will fometimes run 
one into another. The Dodtrine of 
the Greek Accents is fo perplex'd a 
diing, that what is a Rule in one 

* Lib. iii, c. de Fiftigio. 

B 4 Cafe 
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Cafe fometimes becometh the Fcwn- 
dation for Exceptions to a Rule in 
another Cafe. And fometimes ^o 
the Rules and the Exceptions may 
be fairly tranfpofed. So that the 
Exceptions may be converted into 
Rules, and the Rules may become 
Exceptions. However I fhall en->- 
deavour to keep thefe things as di^ 
ftind as the Nature of them will 
allow of. 

Proposition L 

The modern Ufe of Accents in 
the antient Greek Language is arbi-!- 
trary and uncertain. 

I. Accents are not placed upon 
Words of the fame Form by any 
uniform and conftant Rule, but 
Words of the fame Form are ac- 
cented differently, and Words of 
different Forms are accented in the 
fame maqnert 

APcb 
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A Polyfy liable, whofe laft is fliort 
and penultimate long by Nature, 
may be accented three Ways, vix, 
on the laft, penultimate, and ante- 
penultimate; as r6r\>sa(x,y rWHa-oty 
TUTtsivof, And fometimes one and 
the fame Word of this Form is ac- 
cented two Ways ; as dvixci afcen^ 
dunt and oinoLai furfum mittunty 
dmocai abeunt and d<pioi(ri dimittunty 
Mouri tranfeunty percurruntdxA $iioi(n 
tranfmittunty eimot<n or ivtoKTi intr(H 
eunty and sicnoim or moitTi intromit- 
tunty mtioLffi defcendunt and xudixai 
demittunty fienxa-i ferfequuntur and 
fAsdioiai omittunt^ All thefe are third 
perfons plural of Xr\\/.i eo, and l^fAt 
mm. And, as they are all of the 
iame Form, they are capable of be- 
ing, and fo ought to be, accented 
in the fame manner. Whether they 
come from i)j|K< or *vr\\ii the Senfe will 



Digitized by 



Google 



lo A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

fufficiently determine. And there- 
fore the Rule prefcribed in this Cafe 
muft be quite arbitrary. ' " Hoc ta- 
** men fciendum eft, in eundi fig- 
** nificationepenultimam,cumfim- 
** plicis verbi, turn compofitorum, 
** utrumque recipere accentum pof^ 
** fe : fed proparoxytonam habere 
** definentiam, quum prima fingu- 
" laris eft sJixi (i. e. Mjjt«) ; properif- 
" pomenam, quum prima iingularis 
" eft »)p." This Rule, I fay, is ar- 
bitrary in itfelf. And what further 
evidently ftieweth it to be fo is, that, 
in fad:, there are, as ^ Caninius hath 
obferv'd, many Variations from it. 
" In compoiitione (ab Xri^i) ivixm, at 
** slaixcri. (xvvix(Ti vero et avvixai, 
" TTfocr/W/, non 'UT^otTioiai. ztTxtn, ah 
" sTfAi) fie cottiponitur, Tz-^oioia-i, non 
'* 'w^oiuori. at dviocai et dvioi<rt. xxtU 



* Scot Univerf. Gram. Grsec. p. 320. 
' Hellenifm. Edit. 4*° p. 279. 

it 
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GREEK ACCENTS. ii 
*' oi,<nv et xoltimi. ^itxa-iv et ^/wc«. 

** fA£TlX(TlV et fASTloifflJ'' 

The firft in fiix hath an Acute 
upon the penultimate, tho' its a fi- 
nal is fliort : fiix being excepted 
from the general Rule, by which 
Nouns ending in ix have the a final 
long. But the laft in fjiiois and jttiflc 
hath a Circumflex, tho' they are 
both capable of having an Acute 
upon the firft,' becaufe « the laft is 
long.^ — The Cafe of /a?, m, and |t«»j- 
hfiioii, [lYi^ilxix is the lame. And fo 
in OjiKpco and Svooy which have an 
Acute upon the firft, and a Circum- 
flex upon the fecond in xfKpolv and 
(JuoTv. 

AOTOS hath an Acute upon the 
firft. But o(5o? hath an Acute upon 
the laft; tho' both of them are 

« Vid. Etymol. Mag. Vo?c eTs. p. 305. 

Words 
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12 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

Words of the fame Form. And fo 
ixuv volens is an oxytone, but oixm 
nolens is a barytone. 

Monosyllables, long by Na- 
ture, fliould be circumflex'd ; as ^y, 
^f, ^. — They are indeed circum" 
flex'd when they are contraded. 
But when they are uncontraded, 
they are oxytones by the general 
Rule. And fo m and %v are ac- 
cented in the fame manner.— 
But this Diftindion is quite arbi- 
trary. For if a Syllable be long in 
its Nature, no poffible Difference 
as to its Sound and Pronunciation 
can arife from its being originally 
long, or from its being fo by Con- 
tradion. — And befides; as it is laid 
down for a Rule in the Dodlrine of 
Accents, that, when the laft Sylla- 
ble of a Word is fliort, and the pen- 
ultimate long by Nature, this, if 

it 
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it is to have an Accent, mufl be 
circumflex'd, by this Analogy all 
Monofyllables, long by Nature, 
fhould be circumflex*d, becaufe it 
is fuppofed that they are to have an 
Accent, and becaufe, by being long 
by Nature, they are as capable of 
being circumflex'd, as if they were 
penultimate Syllables. But the Rule 
is otherwife j and the Exceptions 
from it are the only Monofyllables 
that are rightly accented. 

Verbal Nouns ending in soc, la, 
iov, (which anfwer to the Gerunds 
of the Latins) are accented with an 
Acute upon the penultimate, tho' 
the laft is fhort, /. e. they are ac- 
cented in the fame manner as if 
they were Words of the fame Form 
with thofe, that have the laft Sylla- 
ble long. 

Ver- 
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VERBAL Nouns ending in toq are 
accented upon the laft; as o^oltoq* 
But when they are compounded the 
Accent is drawn back to the ante- 
penultimate ; as do^xToCi i, e.^]£ the 
Compofition is made after the De- 
rivation. But if it is made before, 
/. e, if thefe Nouns are derived from 
a compound Verb, then they retain 
the Accent upon the laft ; as hT^e- 
XToCy fV/dujurjTof. But what Senfe is 
diere in this? and what Purpofe can 
it ferve, but to perplex things, which 
are very fimple and eafy in them- 
felves ? 

Verbal Nouns ending in tos are 
fometimes ufed in different Senfes; 
and Grammarians are not agreed 
how to accent them according to 

•> Sylburgii Rudiment. Grjec. Ling. p. 259. 
N. Meth. Grcc. p. 383. 

their 
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tiieir different Senfes. — Amnumim: 
iaith, that «|t«)}Tof , with the Accent 
upon the antepenultimate, fignifieth 
the Harveft, /. e. the Fruits of the 
Harveft, but that di^nrki with the 
Accent upon the laft, fignifieth the 
Time of the Harveft. '''AjwrjTOf 'w^o- 
vot^o^vTovuc tn^fAxivst uvtoc. ra ds^ic- 
fiXTXf t5t £^i Tov m^nov' o^vtovuc ^ 
70V xoci^ov t5 ^s^KjfiB. PhUoponus a- 
greeth with Ammonius, But the 
Great Etymologiji faith juft the Re- 
verie: OCfAI^TOS XXl^Of T8 ds^BC' afCJJ- 
TOff (Jg ds^lfffJlOC OlOvii OLVTOQ dfJtUfAS- 

voQ m^oQ, And (o doth Suidas: 
oipj^roQ OLVToC Toc dsfliaiiivoty o^vrovwc. 

'Sr^OTCOl^O^VTOyUC (Jt XfAtiTOC, mi^OQ T8 

^If 8f, h S (Je? ajKaj/. Hefychius 

differeth from himfelf: dfiriTOfy ds- 
^KTfios' ocfi'niosy xxi^ocy fcil. ^e^iarfJiS. 
And fo as to j^vyYiTog, a Word of 
the fame Form. T^vyriloc, kou^oq, 
T^vyriiloCi r^vyoQ, And in this he 

agreeth 
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agreeth with the Etymohgifi, But 
when heexprefleth himfelf in Words 
at length he ^th juft the Reverfe, 
and agreeth with Arnmonim: t^; jitey 

•ZD-^WTJJ? O^VVOfJtSVYfi (XVTOt TOt Tsds^lcriJt.i-' 

VX' Tvis ^S Ti'KiVTOUXQ miPOQ T?? (TVy 

xofjiiSric Twv m^Sv. If this was the 

real Sentiment of /f^cyS/^x, as there 
is moft Realbn to thmk it was, then 
the Accents in the former Inftances 
mull have been placed wrong, both 
in the Manufcripts and printed 
Books; as indeed they eafily might. 
— And tho' thefe Grammarians 
arc antient in reaped: to us, yet are 
they modern in refpedt to the true 
Greeks: and their Difagreement is 
a full Proof that the antient Greeks 
did not ufe any Accents to mark the 
different Senfes of the fame Word, 
but that they are the Invention of 
modem Grammarians. 

This 
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This is ferther evident firom 
hence, That the feme Variation is 
to be found in the Manufcripts, in 
^imh Words of this Form are ac- 
cented : As H. Stephens himfelf con- 
feffeth, even when he profcfleth to 
adhore to the Rule of Hefycbius^ as 
it agfecthwith tliat di J^tnomm, 
For after be had quoted two Paf- 
iagesout oi Hefiod^ in which the 
Word a.\iir^oQ is accented upon the 
firft, and fignifieth the Harveft, oi* 
gathering of the Fruits of the Earth, 
headdeth, ' " Re vera in quibuf- 
** dam exempkribus Hefiodi non 
" ajienra legitur, fed ajurjTg in cita- 
^' tis modo locis." — — ^ Sylburgius 
hath farther obferved, that ffTto^^joCf. 
Signifying both the Adion and the 
Time of fowing; and aAojjTOf, fig- 

* Thef. Ling. Graec. T. i. fol. 383. an^.the 
Paffages which he rcters to, are Ejy Xf 'H/*«j. 
^ 382, 57^. " Ubi fopra. 

C nifying 
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liifying both the Adion and the 
Time of Threfhing, are never ac- 
cented but with an Acute upon the 
laft; and that the abovementioh'd, 
and many more Words of the fame 
Form, are accented fometimes dif- 
ferently, tho' the Senfe be the fame; 
and that fometimes the Senfe is dif- 
fertot, though the Accent be the 
feme. — And it may be ftill farther 
obferved, that in Words of this Form 
the Grammarians have provided but 
two Races for the Accent, accord- 
ing to two diiferent Senfes. Where- 
as fome of them bear three different 
Senfes; and ydt nothing is faid as 
to placing the Accent for this third 
Senfe. For inftance ufjc^oc iignifi- 
eth the , Fruits of the Harveft, the 
Ti;ne of the Harveft, and the Reap- 
ing, or Ad of getting in the Har- 
veft. — eRut, upon the Whole, Mof- 
chopulus ingenuoufly confefleth, that 
■ in 
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in all the Words of this Form, ther6 
is rib Reafon for placing the Accent 
diiFerently^ according to the difFer- 
efit Senfe which they bear. ' And, 
as what he faith on this Subjed: is 
very full and exprefs, I fhall pro- 
duce it here :. d[Ar^og 6 mi^oQ ore diiZ^ 
ffij ^ xx^Ttog d[Ao^iAevocy ^ n ^ve^" 
ysiocy Yiyovv oivro to dfjLXVy Z(xne^ oiXori- 
TOQ mi^ocQTS dXomiy j^o koc^tcoc & 
dXo^lizvoQy i^ TO dXoxv. )^ T^vyiiijoc 
6 xxi^og ore T^vyScriy ^ Kx^Ttog 6 r^ 
yco[ievoCy J|^ to r^vyxv. x^oIoq Jh mi-- 

^Of 0TB a^COa/V, J^ to X^SV. OOXBdl os 

i^vyetrdxiy dog vexTOCy hxmTogy von-- 
ToSy dyXnrHoSy deotlocy vfxvriToCy ^ 
dnTiSg tcxvtx tx elg 7g diiXx oax dito 
"srx^riTiXoiv Kx^xxeifismv yivilxi ne^i-- 
(TTroojiclywy av^vym. xhix $^ h (pxtvi\xi 
$t rjy ^xx(rov tbtccv im tb^s fxh tS ctjj- 

flXiyOlJLivS O^VTOVYi^YjO'eTXly gTTi JfrSJg 

TS-^oTtx^o^vy^w^TX^. 'E^y. j^ 'H/^. 3^ 
3863 &c. Edit. Heinjiiy p. 95. 

C 2 II. The 
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20 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

II. The Accent of the oldiquc 
Cafes varieth often, and without 
Reafo% from the Accent of the 
Nominative Cafe both as to Nature 
.and Place. 

OxYTONEs in eve circumflex the 
laft Syllable of the Vocative in ey ; as 
0(K(TiXsvCj 5jS«o-/A£u: tho' they might 
refain the Acute of the Nominative 
Cafe. — And fo Contracts of the 
Fourth; as As^w, 5 Aex^* which 
alfo might retain the Acute of the 
Nominative Cafe. 

The Genitive Plural of the firft 
peclenfion is to have a Circumflex 
on the laft Syllable ; as w/ttfoov, ts- 
Xftjywv, fisaSv) rt^m. — Now in mofli 
of thefe Cafes the laft Syllable ought 
to have no Accent at all ; but the 
penultimate fliould be accented with 
an Acute; both becaufe the laft 

Syllable 
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Syllable is long, and because the 
Accent of the firft W<»d is upon 
the Penultimate, ToifAiotSy TfXwwif^ 
fane. 

^vyoin^ hath an Acute upon die 
penultimate. But in the oblique 
Cafes this Accent is fhifted about in 
a ftrange Manner. — It is upon the 
|a^ in the Genit, and Dat. Sing. and 
Dual, and in the Genit. Plur. ^vya- 
Tf^C, 9l7'«Tf», dvfOLT^Xvy ^xjyar^t 
• — It is upon the P^ultimate in the 
Dat. Plur. ^vyetT^oiai. And in the 
other Cafes it is drawn back to the 
firft, 

III. AhL diflyllable Pr^fitions, 
(exc^t awe and ^ta) when they are 
plac'd after the Cafe, which they 
govern, draw back their Accent; 
as ^j8 im^cti T8TWV JTff/. This is 
quite arUtrary, and very abfurd, 
C 3 For 
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22 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

For in fiich Cafes there is no Change 
cither as to Quantity, or Significa- 
tion. 

The Reafon of this, I (uppofe, 
is, that thefe Prepofitions are, in 
this Cafe, confider'das if they were, 
in a Nfenner, Enclitics.- But this is 
introducing one Abfurdity to fup- 
port another. For the Rules, by 
which the Accents of Enclyticsj 
and SyiiencUtics are direded to b^ 
mov'd,^ are as abRird and arbitrary, 
as thofe, which relate to the Ac-* 
cents of Words, which are not En- 
clitics. 

If an Enclitic is to be confider'd 
as fo connected with the preceding 
Word, as to make a Part of it fo far 
as Accent is concerned, there is more 
Reafon to alter the Accent of -the 
firft Word than to remove the Acr- 
cent of the difl^^Uable Prepofitionj 
as in the fpreg(»ng Inflance^gs 'sru^o^, 

1— For 
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-^-For a Circumflex bears upon its 
following Syllable : and fo this can- 
not have another Accent. . And it 
Cannot bear upon more than one 
Syllable; and this too muft be a 
fhort one. Whereas ^es Tra^a would 
be agreeable to the general Rules, 
and have its proper Accent. 

When a Prepofition goeth before 
its Cafe, and is join'd with it as one 
Word, then the Prepofition lofeth 
its. Accent, and the Accent of the 
compound Word is placed accord^ 
ing to the general Rules ; as 'sroc^ar 
X^ijjiea. Why then {hould not diflyl- 
lable Prepoutions, when they come 
after the Cafes which they govern, 
be confider'd in the fame manner, 
and have their Accents regulated ac- 
cording to the general Rules, by 
which compound Words are accent- 
ed ? For as thefe Prepofitions are, in 
both Cafes, the very &me, they ought 
C 4 to 
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24 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

to be pronounced in the vpry feme 
manner. 

IV. As to the doubtful Vowelis 
a, t, Vy they may be confjder*d in 
three refpeds. 

1. As being long or fliort in the 
lame Word. 

2. As being always fliort in the 
fame Word. 

3. As being always long in the 
lame Word. 

Now in thofe Words, in whicjy 
the doubtful Vowejs are always 
long, this Confideration (in refpe6( 
to the EiFeft which it hath ypon 
the Accentuation) taketh place pnly 
as to the laft Syllable, but not th<9 
Penultimate. Whereas it would be? 
of equal, if not more Service v\ 
the latter Cafe : becaufe l)erf the 
Jleader is in greater danger of pro- 
nouncing wrong. — For inflanpe in 
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fl&X^f*> yeipu^ai xiv^Ct ^gvywfUf 
^ivyvwti third Perfon lingular, the 
Acc«it is placed upon the Antepen- 
wltimate, And yet in all thefe Words 
V is always long, and is, in this 
refpaft, and in refpeft alfb of the 
finalSyllable (which, in all thefe In- 
ilances, is fhort by Nature) as capa- 
ble of receiving a Circumflex as 
ftudof, xu^QCy cvxov, ^svywffi third 
Perfon plural ; or as any of the 
doubtful Vowels, when they are al- 
ways long at the End of a Word, 
are capable of caufing an Acute 
to be placed upon the Penulti- 
Qiate. For in aU thefe Cafes a, /, y, 
have the Power of a a, </, uu; and 
are therefore as truly long, as jj and 
6} are. For thefe are ^dto be long 
by Nature for no other Reafon, but 
becaufe they have the Power of eg 
and OQ, i. e. r\ and u require jufl as 
much Time to pronounce them» as 
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26 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

ss and oo. And all Diphthongs, and 
Vowels by Contradion, are long by 
Nature, becaufe they have in them 
the Power of the Vowels, which 
compofe them, or from which they 
are contraded ; and fo they require 
the ^me Time in pronouncing 
them. Which is the very Cafe of «, 
/, and u, not only when they are al- 
ways long, but in every Cafe, in 
which they are long. For whenever 
a Vowel is long it hath the Power 
of two fhort Vowels. Otherwife it 
would not be long. 

The doubtful Vowels, when they 
are fliort, are always confider'd as 
fuch in placing Accents, — They are 
indeed oftner ihort than long. — 
But if they are always confider'd, 
in refped to Accentuation, as fhort, 
when ,they are fhort, why fhould 
they not alfb, in refped to Accen- 
tuation, be always confider'd as long, 
,:. when 
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when they are long ? But this is 
very rarely done. And Accents are 
placed in Verfe juft as if Verfe were 
Profe. 

No Vowel can, in its Nature, and 
at the fame Time, be long and fhort. 
The Vowels a, /, v, are common 
only in titis Senfe, that they are ca^ 
pable of admitting of a double Prof- 
ddy. But when they have been fo 
qualified they really are, as long in 
one Cafe, and fhort in the other, as 
if they were always long or fhort. 
For it is not the bare Figure or 
Charader of a Vowel which deter- 
mineth its Nature, but the Sound, 

or Time, which is ; given to it 

It is upon this Principle that ^Sextm 
Empiricus argueth, when he would 
prove that the Vowels a < v are not 
in their Nature Ji^fova ^oix^lu- T^ot 
TOtctvToc T«y ^oiyjtim hi^sixjixoi «V< 

} Adv. Grammat. L. i. c. 5. j, 106, 7, 8. 
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v^oaa^oiC '5^ow^^y«^ But Empirtcus^ 
carrieth the Argument too far when 
" he concludeth from hence that 
there are ten Vowels, viz. «, Vy and 
c I V long, and f > 0, and » t v fhort. 
For fbch a Multiplication of Vowels 
would ferve no Purpofe. And be- 
fides, what the Grammarians mean 
by $ix^oyx ^tysia is fufficiently in- 
telligible and oonfiftent. For when 
they fay that a Syllable is long o* 
ihort by Nature, they only mean, 
that it is fo by the Proibdy, or Time, 
which is given fo it. And even n 
and u are long by Nature only in 
this Senfe. But the Conclufion, 
which I would draw from hence, 
wiH ftill follow, viz. That if, in the 
prefent Syftem of Accents, a due 
Regard was ;paid to Quantity, the 

; .-» Sea. 112* 

Places 
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tiaccs of Accents, in refpeA to the 
Vowek X t y, would vary according 
to the Profodia of them in their re£ 
peftive Situations; which it is evi- 
dent they do not. 

Proposition II. 

The modem Ufe of Accents in 
die anti^it Greek Language is con- 
trary to Analog)^, Rea£)n, and Quan« 
tity. 

I. AI and 0/, being Diphthongs, 
are long by Nature. And yet in 
placing Accents tin and 01 final are 
reckoned fhort; as rvirjicrdxiy ocv- 
^^(Moi. — But there is no Founda- 
tion in Reafon for this. For no 
IHphthong, confidcr'd fimply in it- 
felf, can be favour'd in its Pronun- 
ciation as a Syllable, which is com- 
mon in its Nature, or by a weak Po- 
fition, can : and fo it is not capable 

of 
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of being pronounced IKort or long 
at Pleafure. — This is not done when 
any other Diphthong is^ the End of 
a Word. And yet the Diphtjiongs ou 
and o; have, at leaft, as fuU a Sound 
as any other Diphthongs. Efpecially 
if they are pronounced as the anti- 
ent Greeks did probably pronounce 
them. For « and o are the chief 
Vowels in thefe Diphthongs.— In all 
ContradHons the i gives way to 
them. They require, in the pro- 
nouncing of them, a peculiar open- 
ing of the Organs of Speech. And 
in thefe northern Countries we do 
not extend our Or^ns of Speech 
fufficiently to give them that Full- 
nefs of Sound, which they ought to 
have, and which is given to them in 
the fouthern Parts of the World. — 
Farther ftill « and oj, with an i fub- 
fcrib'd, are Contra<3:ions of the Diph- 
thongs ai and o;. I mean only as to 

the 
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the writing of them. For they are 
the fame as to Time. ° Or rather, 
they are the very Diphthongs ui and 
ot, havii^ the i written under them 
after the modern Way, inftead of 
having' it written at the Side after 
the Way of the Antients, who were 
Strangers to the ; liibfcrib'd. And 
yet X Bnd u are never confider'd as 
fliort in the placing of Accents. 
Which manifeftly (hews that the 
modern Dodrine of Greek Accents 
is not foimded upon any Analogy or 
Quantity, but is contrary to both. 

» Dativus Cafus, qui, in Vocibus in o<, per 
ft fubfcripto I, exaratur hodie, hie (i. e. in 
Infcriptione Baudelotiana) per o exprimitur, « 
una ferie adfcripto, ut animadvertas in iliis 
vocibus EN TOI nOAEMOI : idque antequam 
u i*iy» advedum e(iet.— -In Infcriptione Far- 
nefiana Dativus Cafus in ? et m per EI et oi 
exaratur, ut in Baudelotianis Marmoribus. Si- 
militerque Dativus in ^, fubfcripto i, per AI. 
Montfauc. Palsogr. Graec. p. 138, 141. 

From 
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Frok^ this Rule however fomd 
£xceptioiis are made. 

For eu 

In tfr6 Tcnfes of the Optative 
Mood ; as (pcknaoLu 

For ot 

I. In tht Tenfcs of the Optativd 
Mood; ds Tsrv^ot, 

2^. In Contra;As ; as= 2ot7r<po7i. 
Anrot 

And fbme perhaps may be di£- 
pofed to think that more Exceptions 
may be made from this Rule. For 
Inftance. 

For o» 

1. In the Nominative Cafes phi- 
ilal of Nouns, which have an Acute' 
upctfi the Penultimate of the Nomi- 
native Cafe fingular ; as ra/a/a?, t«- 
ft/a/ ; *AtveiocC) 'Aimoii, 

2. In all Infinitives ending in 
a/, which are accented upon the' 
Penultimate j and which Accent is 

2 acute, 
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•acute, if the Penultimate is not long 
by Nature; asTSTV^svxiynmia-^xt. ex*- 
: ceptmg the firft Aorift o£ the.middle 
■Voice in affdxt j which, ftill malcr- 
ing its lajft Syllable fliort by the 
Rule, is therefore always 'accented 
-upon the Antqjcnultimate; as tuiJ^ 

For, 01 . ■ ■'■ :■ - •. 

I. In the Nominative Cafes plur. 
rof Noiins,: which have an Acute 
-upon the Penialtimate of theNo- 
- minative Cafe iing ; r as fsTUjUjitefcof , 

-II. In. Adverbs;! as oi;aM. Todif- 
tingiiifli it,, it is faid, from otxab, 
iEdsJ.^ ■■ ^ .: - . 

I could indeed wifhithat thefe, 
^and more Particulars, might bead^ 
mittedas Exceptions irom the Rule ; 
-becaufe they jviould , bring things 
: ndarer zto ;the. Standard of -Quantity. 
*Jbt;this is.ilflLtQ be done;. 
-rv- .. ' D Foa 



Digitized by 



Google 



.^4 A DISSERTATION AGAINST 

FojL tho^ it foUowcrii that die 
h& is fhort, or coniider'd as ihoit, 
^hea diexeis an Accent upon the 
Antepenul^mate, yet kdodi.not 
follow that at and oi £nal are con£i- 
lier'das long, becaufe^e feregouaig 
Syllable ha^an Acute. Fco* a Pair 
ultimate may, according to the 
Dodrine of Accents, have an Acute, 
.whether the lail Syllable be {hoit or 
long..— The Truth c^ the Cafe jb, 
4^at the Rule, with all its £xcq>tt- 
.Ofis, be they njore or fewer, m con- 
trary to Reaibn and Quantity. Fw 
4iow can a Syllable be confider^d as 
^rt or long, but by the adual Pro- 
nunciation of it, or giving it o^ 
Meaflire in the fetrmer Caie, and 
-two Meafures in the latter?-^ Now 
iKts is a thing, which can be detov 
ipunM (^y by the Lei^tk or Shoslh 
Acfs of SyUables theocliblves. Bnt 
the doing of it mesely t^ponithi^ 
.' Account 



Digitized by 



Google 



GRSEK ACCENTS. 35 

j^Vccount of Accents, and in {o ar- 
bitrary and inconiiAeot a imnuer> 
is pealing too freely withr Quantity, 
wHiqh is not founded on arbitrary 
Prmpiples, bi^ in the Nature and 
JLeafon (^ T|iinp. 

Thi; confidering the DiphtiKMigs 
fiit and at as (hort in refp^ ^p Ao 
cents^ feoneth to liav^v^'d its Ri& 
to a corropt Pronunqi^c^ of the 
Diphthongs, which preyi^l'd ^mpng 
the Romans in thp Tinoes of Cl(iu^ 
dius ^d. Nero^-rr^hnd, if the S^ 
nsans introduc'd thi» Pronunciatioi^ 
into Greece, as, it is probable they 
did, fi^r the Qre^ks kjaew it not-bc* 
fore Qreece was fubdu'd hy the Ro* 
mans, then this Part qf tl^Dodrino 
of Acc^nt^ v^l «;vi4en^jippear to 
be inodq^j ^d the Thne of its 
Qoinn^ceipf^ may very nearly bo 
ppinti^; ^^^-^^Ifaif Foffns hath 
^ke very fiiUy concerning the 

,^:-\ ^ tz ^'''- Fads, 
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'Fa<9:s, from which thefeConfequen- 

<ces follow. ° " Eas (fcil. Diphthon- 

f** gos) integras fuifle, etvere Diph- 

" thongos, ita \it utraque vocalis 

-" exaudiretur, quamvis vel ipfum 

" teftetur Vocabulum, certius ta^ 

'" men coUigitur ^ Scriptis illoram 

"** omnium, qui floruere antequaiA 

'« Graecia Romanis ferviret. Clau- 

^* dii et Neronis temporibus muta- 

;** ta demum fuit pronundatio, tunc 

"** quippc prfficipue Ufus invahiit ut 

''VDiphthongi abforberentur, quod 

** ipfum quoque Latinae contigit 

^^ Linguae, utpote in qua bivocali- 

■** um Ufus maxima ex parte cefla- 

** rit jamdiu ante aetatem Cicero- 

'* nis.— Non tantum infolens quid, 

** fed et vaftum et rufticum prae fe 

•^ferre videbantur Diphthongi AI 

. *f et OI,iieedefu«^e credo, -qui fau-' 

<* ces lion fatis patere, -fiec fine do^ 

« DePociriati Cantu^p. i"6," 17. " ■' 
1-. - --- "lore 
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*** lore in tarn latos {bnos diduci et; 
" explicari pofle adfirmarent. Sine 
" mora itaque a Romanis tranfiit 
" vitiofus hie pronuntiandi ritus ad; 
" Grsecos, Gentem adulandi peri-<' 
" tiflimam, fruftra reclamaptibus 
" dodis, et antiqui morisftudioiis^ 
" qui licet aliquamdiu reftitere^ 
V brevi tamen et ipfi quoque in mol— 
" lius Icxjuendi genus conceflerei 
" et adeo quidem ut Trajani et A-r 
♦* dciani Seculo bivocalium Ufus pe-r 
" nitus ceflaffe videatur. . Hinc eft 
*f quod in illis M^moribuS) qtio^.- 
" mm Infcriptior\es fa£tae funt poft 
" ea tempora, mira diphthongorum 
*'* confuiio occurrat, cum tamen in 
^*^ vetuftioribus lapidibus Orthogra-' 
^phiae ratio optimefibi conftet."— > 
This, foon became the Cafe; of alL 
tfac Diphthongs. For " Sextus Em-, 
f trims liv'd under Comtmdus^ or* 
» Fab. Bib. Graec. L. iv. c. 18. 

- D 3 foon 
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fobn after. And he exjM-efly faith 
tJmt the Sound of the Diphthongs 
at, «; and bvv9S& fimpkand uni^m, 
i. e. they W€te ptonounc'd as mere 
Vowels. 'O T8 «/. )i«i et. ^offoc 
fl?TX5f w, mi fidvoBi^ne. xcu o t5 ov, 

ygTflK. AdveTL Grammatie. L. I. c. 
5. §. 117,8. — This ilfoagrceth 
with, what feemeth to me to have 
been^ tiie tme Origin cf die Greet: 
Aecaits ! an AccouAt of <vrhich f 
fhall lay before tibe Reader before I 
^nilh this Subjea. 

II. Iii the MoticMi of Nouns duro* 
ihdr Numbers and Cafes the Ao-- 
c^it c^ the firfl Wtxd is not kept itr 
lb Hace, remov'd or tthai^'d hf 
a^ mujtoh Rule of Analog xk 
Quantity. 

MoNosYL]tA9L£s, which encreaib 

m 
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in declinmg, ImVe d rem&rk^e 
Variation in their Accents. <^->Thi 
AcutC) which is upon the Nbmka^ 
tive Cafe> Aught^ dcco^ng to tht 
Analog of tht Doctrine of Accents^ 
to be kept upm. the (m^ Syikble 
of the encrts^d Word as^ much ak 
poiUble. And yet, in contradidi- 
on to this, and to ether .generd 
kules, an Acu^e is plac'd upon the 
jaft Syllable of the Gant;. and DaU 
Sing, and of the Dat. Plurj as v«r 
iky ^ifh XH'^^y ^^ a Circumflcix 
}s pUc a upon the laft pliable of the 
Cenit. and Dat. Dual^ and of the 
G^t. Hur; asp^ff^dTv, j^Ei^wx.-r-^ 
Aftd, befides this, the Penultimate^ 
if it be long by Nature^ and is fol- 
low'd by a (holt Syllable, is circum- 
flex'd ii\the Actu&t. Singular, and 
in the Nominiative, Accu&tive, and 
Vocative Dsiat J^ Miiral, as x«if a, 

t D4 Accent 
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Accent: of the foft Word might 
have been kept upon the lame Sylr- 
Jablc in all the oblique Cafes; viz. 
cither an Acute or; a Circumflex; 
For the -Quantity of: the Penultimate 
find laft Syllable would, in all Ca-^ 
fcs, allow of one of them. 

~ III. The general Rule for plac- 
ing Accents on Verbs is to remove 
them as far back from the laft Sylla- 
ble as poffiBle, And yet in the 
Motion of Verbs thro' their Moods, 
Tenfes, Kumbers and Perfons the 
Accent is hot alw^ kept back as 
Far as poffible, but it is mov'd for- 
wards when the Nature of the Syl- 
lables, and even the Analogy of 
Actenfs doth not' require foTorward 
a'Motipnf ' .' - k 

■ ,. .. ; -, ■ • <» 

r . • . JEXAK^LE,. 

. .. . ,' TUT^caA^ve 
- ,r . 2*. fut. indict, 
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TXMUy rmStC, TVTtSi. 
TmslTOVy TWr«TOJ/. 
TUffSjKeV, TVKmiy TVXSfft* ' 

Optat. 

tikotfitt nmoTc, rum. 

rvTCohov* 

Tum^iLBVy . mmms, nmoTsv* ' 
Infinit. .. 

- . ' : . TwrsTy ' " 

Particip. . ..o 

TDTTftB'.-.': • "■ 

' : Middle : 

i. Indkat: 

;^ ; tii7r.»jittti, 'TwrJ,:Tiffr«TT«t.. ■ .' ; 

- - i .-. 7m&l(TdioVyrvzi7(7^oy» ■ 

• So alfo.the 2d Aor, Infinit. and 
LPartidp. ^'Qwe^ 'rvsiiv, TVTtwr ; — «r 
4^e Perf.. and Plusperf, Infinite and 
J*articip.adfiye,T£Ty^gyai, tstv^cit^ 
the two Aors. fubjund. infinit. and 

Par- 
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Partidp* paflive, w^5 twrS, tu^^- 
vott Tww«;, TWp^s^j vims^i — the 
pecf. and pkisperf. particip. paT- 
live, T6TVfiiihoCy-^^th.e id Aor. im- 
perat.. and Ihfinit. middle, tutts, 
TWTfir^a/ ; — and die Pcrf. and Plus- 
pcrf« In£iiit. and Faitidp. middle 

In all which inftances the Ac- 
cent of the -fitil Word might have 
continued the&me, and have re- 
tain'd its origb^ii Flace, either by 
the natural (^nntit^r of the lafl Syl- 
lable,- «r becaufe die D^thong eu 
is rei^oa'd fladft m the modern Sy- 
ilem^of Aocenti^^ Whereas now the 
Accent of the fitft Word, inftead 
of being reni(nr*d back, is not even 
}aspt Kkck ia Aiuok as ic§ ori^nal 
Pkcft ra^mr'^d $ but^ii dixrkd itioife 
ifbfwalxi than the-tuttiind or artiifit. 
<»1 Quantity inf the kftSyUi^^^ 
(MpBrdi* ^ 

IV. An 
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IV. A» Acut3e, afijcr its cT^wc or 
Elevatkki, carniothave osore dual 
three Meafures in its ^eatc or Fall. 
For the'Ear cannot well go farther to 
judge of Accents. But then the 
Difhibution of thefe Meafures U 
quite arbitrary in the modem Syt- 
t&A of Gredc Aco^ts. For when 
an Acutg Is upofi the Antepenulti'^ 
mate two of die threeMeafures in the 
Fall muft be in die Penddmate^ 
and not in the kA* Wlxereas thers 
is nothing in the Rules of HanhcH 
ny, and of genuine Pronunciation, 
that can hinder two of the three 
Meafures b the Fafl from being ei^ 
dier in thfe Pfentdtimattc, ca* in th^ 
l^ft; as it is in Ladn. xu^tn and 
kC'^dp' 9rt as harmotiiouis as tiomf^ 
and domho. ' Piitd thfereforfc thfe 
iCtdidrig of filth Words upbn tfcd 
ftbtlldmsrtfc, titb' die Atcent was 

orig^ially 
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originally upon the Antepenultimate 
in Sic Nominative Cafe, cannot be 
founded upon Harmony, Analogy; 
oi Reaibn. 

This is farther evident from 
hence; that. even in the prefent 
Syftem. of Greek Accents Ibme 
Words are, contrary to the ahove- 
mention'd general Rule, dire<9:ed to 
be accented upon the Antepenulti- 
mate, tho' the laft is long ; as'Am/- 
^, ,a(p£wc, jand many others, which 
will be produc'd under , the thir4 
Propofitiou.. : ., . 

. V»The Syftem of Accents, I haye 
i^, profefleth in its firft Rules to 
have a r^ard to Quantity, but in 
te Progrefs departe^h from it without 
amy Realbiji.— Many Words, whicK 
might, by the firft Rules in the Sy-; 
ftf m of Acceats, b? accented fi>» 

as to agree wit^ Qg^.^ty* ^^ 7^ 

accented 
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accented contrary to it.-^'e^jjjitof hath 
•an Acuteupon the Antepenultimate; 
Xho according to Quantity it ought 
to have a Circumflex upon thePen- 
"ultimate,. and according to the firft 
Rules in the Syftem of Accents, it 
■might be fo accented. For i^ej al- 
low this; and all Words of the lame 
"Form, to be capable of having a 
Circuhifle^ upon the Penultimate. 
And Words of this Form ought ne- 
ver tb have an Acute upon the firft, 
but a Citciamflex upon. the fecond; 
For a Circumflex is the natural and 
proper Accent of every Syllable, that 
is long In its Nature ; and a Cir- 
tumflexfeonfiftethof an Acute and a 
Grave, i.:^. {t flioweth that there is 
both an Elevation -and Dep-eflion 
of the Voice in the Syllable, over 
wjiich' ^^^^laced. e^jjp? therefore 
/mft" b^ifb'^pronbunced, as if the 
long Vowel- -in its-Peniiltimate was 
<ii ■ re- 
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refcdved into two fhort onsi, and 
the former mark'd ]with an Acute, 
and the latter witji a Gislvc\ ^ 
thasy i^^ftk* Now if every Vowel, 
which i& long in its Nature, hath 
alio a natural Elevation in its fiift 
Fart or Mcafure, it followeth that 
i^mofy and all Words of dbe fame 
Form, ought not to have, and can- 
not have an Acute upon ^e £irft ; 
ixxauie they would then have an 
Elevation upon each of their two 
£ril Syllables I which no Language 
^oweth of 

Proposition III. 

Thb mddem Ufe o£ Afxsmtn m 
the antient Greek Langu^ is.con^ 
tradidory to itielf. 

I. The Rule for accf^tipeWorda 
endinguit;^, th&* E^ffiaolog[0 tslkt)^ 

** In Voce ^fint, 
I US 
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iw is riiis^^F4yfyUable$ ending in 
ii(y which baye the u fliort, arc t^ 
h^vc on Acute upon ^c Ai^tepefwl-^ 
timate. T« fV i^f ^?^ <Jj?o.^AA«6xc5 

/Qgrding to tlas RuklJuijtvf ougjrt 
$ph»ve ap Acute upon the Anfi^en» 
.^itiroate. B^t yet it is (Jire<5ed tQ 
be aputed i^^poa ^e laft. And t^ 
JReafon 8^v:en for this is, becau% 
there is another RiiJe, contrary to 
^ f^rroer^ for accenting fpxne Word* 
ending in vf> wliich d6re<3:eth the 
Accent to be placed upon the lafl^ 
,vfhm. Words of this iformhave « 
jiem^ ^i|di;^,^m 4^ in tjie Fen*- 
«4thnate : I^m^ !r4 it€ v4; axovltt «^e* 

Xfj T^ ^, o^yx8>4i *<♦» "W^wfj w«3S«?> 

There ifi ^ i^e cowtradi^ftoiy 
l^^e fw tt^^acc^ntjy^g pf l^«j^«/flu-* 

The 
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The general Rule is this.— Nouni 
Feminine, ending in a, which come 
from Nouns Mafculine, ending in 
fjf , arc to have an Acute upon the 
Antepenultimate, if the Mafculine 
hath a Grave upon the laft ; but iT 
tiie ^^culine hath an Acute upcHl 
lhelaft,then the Feminine is to have 
aCircumflex upon the Penultimate. 

iJC d^(7mxm yivofisvocy el fih ^oi^vvijxi 
'T« oc^(T£vixoi, w^oTtx^o^vvijoct tot dit 
%jxx' oiov 'Br^so€vc 'nr^sa^sMy i^ficarvc 
''^[iia-£ix* el S^ p^vvsTocy tx x^ffenxo^y 
w^mcs^^ffirxTxi rot ^jjAu/fa.-*— Acccwd- 
■Ing to this Rule l\xy(iix ou^t.to 
likve a Circumflex upon the Penul- 
timate. But yet both i>Myiux. and 
T.i'yux from A/yy? are direded to be 
acuted upon the Antepenultimate. 
And the Reafon given for this is, 
becaufe there is another Rule, con- 
trary to the.fcM:mer,-for'accenting 

fome 
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fbme of thefe Feminines, which di- 
refts an Acute to be placed upon 
the Penultimate, when the Word 
Comes from a Prefent Tenfe. Ta is 
dito IvitoiToc Tiroc^rTyiihx §iot:78 lix 
^dviXvx^, Tir^oTtx^o^uvilxi' oiov jWi^tJw, 
Mn^&ix' A/yw, XifsiW and fo iXccxsix 
becaufe * f A«j(u? is, by them, made 
to come from Ixw, as Xiyuc is frorti 
Aiyw or Aeyw. — ;But the Gramrq.ari- 
ans would be very hard put to it to 
prove that thefe Nouns come from 
thofe Verbs, if fomething more were 
required of them in Proof of it thali 
bare Aflertibn. However the Rules 
manifeftly contradi<£t themfelves ; 
and, inftead of paying a due regard 
to Quantity, one would think, were 
made on purpofe to oppofe it. 

11. An Oxytone becometh a Ba- 
rytone in a continued Difcourfe ; 
except in the Cafe of Enclitics. And 

P Etymol. in Vocibus Ea«'<m-«» & A»y«'f . 

E the 



Digitized by 



Google 



so A DISSERTATION AGAIN$T 

the Acute Accent, when fo changed^ 
doth not feem to be either a proper 
Acute, or a proper Grave. — Not a 
propo: Acute. For if it were, there 
would be no Change ; and it would 
have the fame Effed upon fol- 
lowing Words, that all final Sylla- 
bles, which are acuted, have upon 
Enclitics, /. e, to draw them as it 
were into one Word. — Neither doth 
^his Accent properly become aGrave. 
|«'or there can be no Grave upon the 
laft, but when there is a Circumflex 
upon the foregoing Syllable, or an 
Acute upon one of the two forego- 
ing Syllables ', which cannot be the 
Cafe of an Oji^tone. So that in pro- 
nouncing fuch a Word the laft Syl- 
lable is not to be utter'd as if it 
were accented with either an Acute 
or a Grave. ^— Not with a Grave, 
becaufe it is originally aciititonous. 
And not with an Acute, for the 
I Rea- 
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Reafetis above-mentioned. ' " Le 
" Grave he fe marque jamais que 
" dans la fuite du Difcours, et a 
" la fin des Mots, ou il y auroit na- 
" turellement un Aigu, montrant 
" qu'alors ces Mots ne relevent pas 
" tout a fait leur finale, mais la foA- 
" tiennent feulement un peu. Us la 
** foutiennent, dis je, parce qu'il eft 
** de la Nature de la Voix de foute- 
** nir toujours quelque Syllable ea 

chaque Mot, & qu'autrement elle 
" fondroit trop : et ils ne I'elevent 

pas tout a fait, parce que cet ele- 
* vement paroiflroit tdlement au 

refped du Mot fuivant, qu'il fem- 

bleroit I'unir a foy, ce qui ne fe 
" pcut faire qu'aux Enclitiques." 

The making OxytMies become 
Barytones in fuck a manner, that 
they are not to be pronounced either 
as OxytoiKS or Barytones, is really 

^ N. Meth. Grec. p. 546. 

E 2 mon- 
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monftrous. But befides this, it is a 
great Abllirdity, and contrary to the 
Nature of all Languages, that the 
fame Word, when pronounced fe- 
parately, fliould be fubjed to a dif- 
ferent Modulation from what it muft 
have, when it makes part of a con- 
tinued Difcourfe. 

Indeed the Nature of Accents 
hath not been fuificiently confi- 
der'd. — It is evident that dvery 
Word muft have an Accent. And 
it is, I think, as evident that there 
is, and can be, in Nature but one 
Accent, viz. the Acute.~The Grave 
is not an Accent, but the Privation 
of an Accent. And all Polylyllables, 
which have an Acute in the Mid- 
dle, muft have, or be fi^pofed to 
have, as many Graves, as there are 
Syllables in thofe Words befides the 
acuted Syllable. For the Syllables, 
which precede the Acute, are to be 

pro- 
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pronounced with a Privation of Ac- 
cent, /*. e. with a Grave, as well as 
thofe which follow it But the Tone, 
with which the Syllables, which pre- 
cede the Acute, are to be pro- 
nounced, is not deem'd an Accent. 
And therefore, as the Reafon is the 
fame, the Tone, with which the 
Syllables, which follow the Acute, 
are to be pronounced, cannot be 
deem'd an Accent.— The Circum- 
flex, as it confifteth of an Acute and 
a Grave, can be deem'd an Accent 
only in refpedt to the former part of 
it. But this cannot make it a diftindt 
Accent. The Figure of it indeed is 
one, but: the Nature of it is double. 
And if it be exprefs'd according to 
its conftituent Parts, as it was ori- 
nally exprefs'd, it will evidently ap- 
pear that the latter part of it is only 
the Privation of an Accent, /. e. no 
Accent at aU, and that the former 
E 3 Part 
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Part of it is what only can be dcem'd 
an Accent. 

This muft be the meaning of 
^^umSiilian when he faith: *' Eft 
** autem in omni Voce utique Acu- 
" ta.*' As is farther evident front 
what nearly follows: " Praeterea 
** nunquam in eadem, flexa, et 
'* acuta, quoniam eadem flexa ex 
** Acuta.'*— From the former of 
thefe Paflages it is eafy to obferve, 
that it ddftroyeth all that Part <rf 
the Dodrine of Accents, which re»* 
lateth to Atcmics : " ea vero quas 
** funt Sylkbae unius, erunt acuta, 
*' aut flexat, ne fit aliqua Vox fine 
<* Acuta.*' Inftit. Lib. i. c. 5, 

I WII.JL not purfije this^any farther. 
I mention it ovAy to (how how con- 
tradidory the Dofirine of Accents 
is to itfelf, and to all manner of 
Reafon, in this Inftance. For when, 
by this Dodrinc, Qxytones become 

Barytones, 
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Barytones, the Patrons of the Sy- 
ftem of Accents never tell us ^here 
the Acute is then to be plac'd. And 
yet it is evident that they muft have 
one. For every Word ttiuft have 
an Accent; and every Grave fup- 
pofes an Acute. 

III. Many Greek Words have an 
Acute upon the Antepenultimate, 
tho* the laft is long; contrary to a 
fun(kmental Rule in the I^odhine of 
Accents.-^ Of thefe there are four 
Clafles. 

I. The Ionic Genit. Cafes in £&> 
for 8 ; as ' A;ve/gw. 

II. The Attic Genit. Cafes of 
Contrads in /c and r, as otpeo);, o^s- 
«v; (nvjjTTcwf, aivrj-^sav. 

III. Nouns in wf and wv, which 
do not encreafe in the Genit. Cafe ; 
as ajyeuCf dmysuv. 

IV. The compounds of ^£5iw^; 
as ««Tecy«Awf . 

E 4 These 
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These indeed are intioduc'd as 
Exceptions froni the general Rule. 
But the Words, which are compre- 
. hended under thefe Exceptions,^ are 
fo numerous, andof fuch a Na.ture, 
that they muft be allow'd to be a 
manifeft Contradi<Jiion to the genci^ 
ral Rule. — And, belides, I have 
this farther Obferyation to make 
upon them; that they all prove 
what I have before- advanc'd, viz. 
That there is nothing in the Nature 
of Syllables, or the Analogy of 
the Dodrine of Accents, to hinder 
an Acute from being upon the Aii- 
tepenultimate, when the laft is long. 
For the Reafons given, for the Ac- 
cents continuing upon the Ante- 
penultimate in thefe Exceptions, 
will equally prove that it might re- 
main upon the Antepenultimate of 
all Words, which have it upon that 
-Syllable in the Nominative Cafe. 

An4 
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And confequently that xv^ia.and xv- 
^t(fy and all Words of the fame Form, 
jnay> according to this Analogy, 
have an Acute upon the firft, be- 
caufe they have it upon that Sylla- 
ble in their Nominative Cafes. 

rV. One general Rule in the 
Dodrine of Accents is, that the 
Accent of the firft Word remain- 
eth on the fame Syllable in declin- 
ing, when no particular Rule re- 
quireth it to be removed.- — Now, 

I. The Rule itfelf is contradided 
by all thofe Inftances, in which the 
Accent of the firft Word is Vemov'd 
in declining' without any particular 
Rule: as jtt/a hath an Acute upon 
the Penultimate, but a Circumflex 
upon the laft in (iiolc and pa. So 
fiYi$€(jiioi, y.Yi$£fjiioici fJi'Ti^sfJiix. And fo 
fltjit^w, dfJL<poiy', ^w, (JboTv. 

II. This Rule, when obferv'd, 
is, in many Cafes, contradidory to 

another 
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another general Rule, which f equi- 
reth that an Atute {hould be plac'd 
upon the Antepenultimate, when 
the laft Syllable i& fhort, and the 
Penultimate is not long by Nature. — 
For when a mafculine Participle hath 
an Acute upon the Penultimate, this 
Acute will, by the prefent Rule, re- 
main upon the Penultimate of the 
Neuter Qender. Andfo dyd^ov hath 
an Acute upon the Penultimate 
becaufe ay<af|wy hath an Acute m)0Ji 
the Penultimate, and a neutral Par- 
ticiple doth not draw back its Ac- 
joent. Tho' it ought not to have 
an Acute, as the laft Syllable is 
/hort : and it cannot have a Circum- 
flex as the Penultimate is not long 
by Nature. But its proper Accent 
<j(hould be an Acute upon the An- 
tepenultimate.— And Co likewife in 
jhe imparilyllabicalDeclettiion, when 
the laft Syllable (d the Nominati«^fe 

Cafe 
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C!Jafe hath an Acute, this remaineth 
on the Penultimate of the oblique 
Cafes, tho' the two laft Syllables are 
Ihort; as Aaf«7raff, Aa^Trc^^f, >Miiirci^i. 

III. In Contradidion to the above* 
mentioned general Rule, the Place 
of the Accent on the firft Word is 
direded to be remov'd by three par- 
ticular Rules. 

I. One particular Rule, which 
requireth the Accent of the firft 
Word to be remov'd, is this; that 
the kft Syllabie of the Genit. Flur. 
of the firft D'eclenfion is to be ac- 
cented with a Circumflex ; as Ttxfii- 
wy, TsAwrwy, ftaoray, altho their No^ 
itiinattive Cafes arc accented upon 
the Penultimate ; as Tct^m, re'X6v7ic, 
ptStra.— This particular Rule, Co far 
asitgoeth, i» a ContradidHon 16 the 
prefent general Rule. And what is 
lather obfervable upon it is ; that it 

18 
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is fiibjed to many Exceptions, which 
yet are all agreeable to that other ge- 
neral Rule, which placeth an Acute 
upon the Penultimate, when the laft 
is long. — The Exceptions are, that 
the Genit. Cafes Plur. of x^^^* 
Xf'^^'Jfj 'E.T^o'iah dpuvi, and of the 
Feminines of Adje<5tives in oc are not 
to be accented with a Circumflex up- 
on the laft, but with an Acute upon 
the Penultimate.~-Now thefe In- 
ftances fhow the Abfiirdity of the 
particular Rule for placing a Cir- 
cumflex upon the laft Syllable of 
the Genit. Cafe Plur. of Nouns of 
the firft Declenfion ; and the par^ 
ticular Rule, fo far as it goeth, cpn;^ 
tradideth the Rule for retaining, in 
declining, the Place of the Accent 
of the firft Word. For all Nouns 
of the firft Declenfion, which hav^ 
an Acute upon the Penultimate, are 
capable q( retaining it in the fam? 

Place 
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Place in the Genit. Plur. And it 
would be more agreeable, even to 
the Analogy of Accents, for them 
to do fo, without perplexing the 
Dodrineof Accents by Rules, which 
are perpetually contradiding one 
another. 

II. Another particular Rule, 
which requireth the Accent of the 
firft Word to be remov'd, is this; 
that Monofyllables, which encreafe 
in declining, acute the laft Syllable 
of the Genit. and Dat. Sing, and of 
the Dat. Plur. and Circumflex the 
laft Syllable of the Genit. and Dat. 
Dual, and of the Genit. Plur. ; as 

x4> X^f°f> X^'f''. X^f^^ X«f »*"»'» 
X«^5y. — And yet in all thefe Ca- 
fes the Accent of the firft Word may 
be preferv'd upon the fame Syllable 
of the encreas'd Word, viz, an 
Acutse when that Syllable is not long 
by Nature, and a Circumflex, when 

it 
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it is long by Nature and the laft Syl- 
lable is Ihort. — So the Circumflex: 
is placed in the Accufet. Sing, and 
in the Nominat. Accufat. Vocat. 
Dual, and Plur. of Words of this 

Form; asxafa* X^*f^> X«^f«f> xf~ 
^af . And fo the Acute is plac'd in 
the oblique Caies of all Monofylla- 
ble Participles; as devro^i ravrof, 

in. Athird particular Rule, which 
requireth the Accent of the firft 
Word to be remov'd, relateth to 
Feminines ending in s/a, which 
come from Mafculine 0:i^tones in 
(vc or ijff.— Thofe ^idiich come from 
a Mafculine Oxytone in sucy are to 
have an Acute upon tie Penulti- 
mate; and thpfe, which come &om a 
Mafculine Oxytone in ncy arc to have 
an Acute . upon the Antepenulti- 
mate. — Thfe Reafon given for this 
is> becaufe in the £:>rmcr CsSe oi fi- 
nal 
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nal is long, but . in the latter it is 
ihort. — But this is noReafoaat all 
as to the, prefent PoinL For a. fi- 
nal, whether long or Ihort, is capa- 
ble of being acuted. And there- 
fore all the Inftances of this kind 
are, in both Caies, equally contra- 
didory to the Rule for keeping the 
Accent of the firft Word upon the 
fame Syllable as much as poSlble. 

. V. As the firft in t\^\hit X^fiiy 
^i^oifAtf ^suywiAi is accented, this 
Accent fhould remain upcMi the firft 
of the third Perf. Plur. as it remain- 
^th upon the. firft of all the other 
Perfons^- whether the Penultimate 
be long or fhort.™^nd yet, con- 
trary to this. Analogy, the Penulti- 
mate of this Peribniscircumflex'd; 
Ti^HiTti huffty ^i^(W, ^gpyyuc/.— -If 
it be faid, that thi^ is done to make 
thefe Peribns conformable in their 

Accent 
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Accent to the Dat. Cafe Plur, of the 
Participles of the fame Tenfes, to 
which they are Kke in all other Ref- 
pedis, this is rather a Reafon why 
they fhould not be fo accented^ that 
they niight differ in Accent, as they 
do in Senfe. — But even that Rule 
is not univerlal. For ueiat, third 
Perf. Plur. of a»jftrfpiro, is accented 
upon the firft. 

yi. The 2d and 3d Perfons Sing, 
of the Optative Paffive of Verbs in 
fit have a Circumflex on their Pen- 
ultimate; as Tt^io, Ti^e^To; houo, 
i^otlro', ^i$o7oy (5<^o7to. But $vvxiOy 
^vmiro are accented upon the firft. 
And fo thefe Perfons, in thefe Ten- 
fes, are always accented, when the 
Adive is not in Ufe; as (Juvjjjm/ is 
not. — But how can this Circum- 
ftance be a Foundation for any Dif- 
ference in the placing of Accents in 

the 
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tlie aboyeipciitiott'd Peribns of the 
Optativfc'MSve of Vetbs, .which, 
in a[fl Refpfeas, atethdjkttie; whet, 
ther their A<ftiVe^ be m Ofeor liot?-^- 
However fo it Is; thd' it contradi(*ti 
the general Analogy . of fuch Verbs. 

VII. Dissyllable Prfepofitionsj 
svhen thejT are follow'd by a Word 
which begirineth ^ith a Vowel, lofe 
their laft Syllable, and have no Ac- 
cent at all; as jrot^' ejUa.^^-rBut this 
is contrary both to Rtafon, and to 
the gener^d Doftrine of Accents. 
]por no Monofyllable can be pro- 
Rounc'd without fome Accent. And 
this Analc^y is obferv'd. whenever 
the Ehfion is made in a declinable 
Word ; as ^siv eTtu^sv. For in this 
Cafe the Accent is always drawn 
back to the Penultiniate, tho' it 
tnight h^e been otherwife plac'd 
before the: EHiion : and .fo it fhow- 
eth that all Monofyllable& ought to 
F have 
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have an Accent ; and that the depri- 
vmg Monofyllables, which arife from 
diflyllable Prepofitions, of an Accent, 
is contrary both to Redbn, and to 
the general Analc^ of Accents. 

I T is vain to pretend that . Ac- 
cents, as they are nowus'd, are cbn- 
fiftent with Quantity, and that a 
due Regard may be had to both. 

I. Because Quantity is not the 
conilant, is feldom, the Rule for 
the placing of Accents. Andthere-^ 
fore whenever Accents are not plac'd 
according to Quantity this muft caufe 
a Difference in the Pronunciation.— 
For why are Accents in any Gafe 
placed according to Quantity, but 
that they may both agree in the Pro- 
nunciation ? and if the Pronunciation 
is genuine and rational when Ac- 
cents and Quantity agree, it muft 
neceflarily be corrupt and irrational 
when they difagree.— One of them 

muft 
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muft give Way to the other. And 
if Quantity doth this, then it will, 
be at Variance with itfelfi And if 
Accents give Way, then they are 
nothing as to Pfonundation. 

XL Because this is not true in 
Fadt* — No Mail can read Profe or 
Verfe according to both Accent and 
Quantity. For every Accent, if it 
is any thing, muft give fome Strefs 
to the Syllable, upon which it is 
plac'd. And every Strefs, that is 
laid upon a Syllable, muft necefla- 
rily give fome Extent to it. For 
every Elevation of the Voice im- 
plieth Time, and, Time is. Quanti- 
ty. ' 8Te y^ovoc- x'^f^S Tova sv^iaxeTcci, 
are rovoc yj^§iC yj^ovH. — For this 
Reafon DioTtyJtus Thrqx ^th, that 
a Tone, or Accent, giveth a great- 
er Extent, or Quantity. * th)i% tff^Q 

' no(9vflH itfCA wfomiitK. Mf. Bib. Reg. 
Ang. p^ a. ' Mf. Bibliothec. Mcdicese. 

F2 h 
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oif ai^o(jLev xoil T^ ^oiv^v iv^vTB^av Tfoia- 
fZiv.'T— Even a .rough breathing isi 
able to make a fhort Vowel loctig 
for no other Reafon, but becaufe it 
layeth a greater StreJfe upon it than, 
a finooth breathing doth. — And the 
Baufe, which muft neceflarily be 
liiade at the End of every Verfe, is 
the true Reafon, why the laft Sylla- 
ble is, not common, but neceflari- 
ly long.— It cannot therefore be 
faid that Accents only denote an- 
Elevation c^ the Voice. For no 
fuch Elevation can fubfift, and be . 
made fenfible inprcaiouncing, what- 
ever may be done otherwife in fing- 
ing, without fome Strefs or Pauie, 
which is always able to make a fhcfft 
Syllable long. 

It is upon Account of this Con- 
nexion between Accent arid Quan- 
tity thsit ^mBilian faith, that, in 
■the Cafe of common Syllables, the 

Place 
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Place of the Accent yarietfi with the 
Quantity of tiie Syllable. ' ** Evenit, 
*' ut Metri (Juoqiie "ciofiditio mutet 
" accentum': ut 

** — '■PecuJes, piQieque Volucres. 

<* Nam Vpliicres media, acuta le-r 
" gam : iquk etfi n^tura brevis, ta-. 
" men ppiitioiie longa dl, n6 faciaC 
" lainbu^, £j[uem hoii recipit ve?t 
" fti6 heroicus." So that, according 
Xo^uinSiiliani vfh&xi. the Penultir 
mate oi Foiacres is long, it m'uft bp 
read with; an; Acute Accent; butj 
when it is (hort, it,mj^ft be reja4 
without ope. Which, in, both pa(f% 
can be foundied only ii> the Con- 
nexion between Accejit and. Quan- 
tity. For if thefe were unconnected/ 
the two lafl SyllableJ -in Volucres 
might jnake either a Spondee, or an 
Iambus without any Alteration m 
the Accent.. '/^' V r. 

\ Inftit. Lib. i. c. 5. 

F 3 In 
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In Ibme antient Z/^//^ InfcriptiT 
ons an acute Accent is put to fjiow 
that the Syllables, pver which it is 
put, are long : as ' STTA'TIO', pA- 
TRO'NO', PE'DANIO', CLE'MENS, 
MA'NIBVS, GV^RIONE, PECV'NlA', 

— ^The proper Mark of a Ibrig Syl- 
lable indeed was an Apex^ or Bar, 
However this fhewetii, that in the 
Senfe of thofe, who ingraved thefe 
Infcriptionfr, a Syllable was long 
when it had fuch an Elevation givieri 
to it, as is proper to aii acute Ac- 
cent. For otherwife the Engravers' 
would never have put tWo fuch Ac- 
cents upon one Word, nor fiich an 
Accent upon the firft Syllable of 
CVRIONE. 

Upon the fafne Account fome ec^r 
clcfiaftieal Poets have made fliort 

' Lipf. dc L.L- Pronunt. c. 19. Nprifii 
Cenotaph. Pifan. Diflert. iv, c.'uk. 

fome 
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fome Syllables ofGreekWordsy which 
originally, and in their Nature, are 
long, merely becaufe they had only 
a Grave Accent, and have mside 
long others, which originally are 
ihcMt, merely becaufe they had an 
Acute Accent. So in Sidmius Apol^ 
linaris the Penultimate of Euripides 
is IcMig, becaufe *Ev^mi^iK is accented 
upon the Penultimate ; and in Pru^ 
dentius the Penultimate of eremus^ 
Idoki Mathefis, Serapis is ihort, be- 
(caufe thefe Words in the Greek Lan- 
guage are accented with an Acute 
upon the Antepenultimate. 

It is as impofllble to read Profe 
according to Accents, and, at the 
fame Time, maintain a due Regard 
to Quantity, as it is to read Poetry 
according to Quantity and Metre, 
and, at the fame time maintain a 
due Regard to Accents. — T7}is hath 
F 4 never 
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never hexsRi'iittmphd. 'Meithe* can. 
due aiur^ an\i mdrej be done. 

Tho! Accents are placed, yet they 
-are aewst-iedd fai Verfe 9 beeaufe if 
j}iey were> they wouU tu^n Verfe 
iinto Pr(^.' *•<< Si qui^:kaqtIe.hodi- 
-** emos" C^^oruni Accea'tus -leu 
** Profodiaax^fequator et legat Gar^ 
*** minavel'Homeri, vel oujufcvJftque 
** alius dntiqoi Pdetoe, millos cttnni^ 
f^ no Fedes^'nuUufli v'el Metrum vel 
** Rythinum ^gnofcet, nihil > (juod 
** numerc^um fit, vel Aures afficbiatj 
^* fed foaum abionum et ridicuifitn, 
** et Veffus^ qui cantari nequeaqt, 
" deniquequidyis potius quapi Car- 
*' mina iiitdKget."^ — In' the original 
Ufe of Accents Quantity always a- 
greed with the Elevation, and De- 
preffion of the Voice. But as the 
modern Ufe of Accents feldom a- 
ereeth with Quantity, thofe, whp 

* If. Vofllus de Format. Cantu, p. 21. 

would 
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would have a Pronunciation form'd 
upon both Accent and Quantity, 
require an Impoflibility. 

Nothing would fhow the Ab- 
furdity of the nKxlem Syftem of Ac- 
cents m -this relpe^t more efFedu- 
ally than to take i.PieCeof Pofetry, 
and place the Acceiits according to 
the Quantity, which the doubtful! 
and long Vowels and Diphthongs 
hare in their refpe^tave Places.-—. 
This would <:aufe fach a Variation 
in the Places of the Accents, arffihg 
from the different Length ot Sfiort-^ 
hefs o( the Vowels and Diphthongs 
jn their difJefent Situations, as would 
make the modern Syftem of Accents 
appear quite ridiculous. For of the 
two" Sets of Accents, which thiS 
would exhibit, the one would at 
leaft approve itfelf by its Agreement 
with Quantity, and the other would 

imme- 
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immediately fhow its Abfurdity by 
its Dif^eement from even what it 
pretendeth to* 

The^e are Syllables, which are 
ihprter tihan fhort, and longer thaft 

Tffocaai^^XBic^ ^ 'sr^m fixx^ci.. — • 
When a fhort Vowel is foUow'd by 
anodier. Vo^el it is fliprter than 
when it is f<Jlow'd by a Mute and 
a Liquid, tho' it be alfo fhort in this 
Pofitipn. And a long Vowel is not 
fo long when it is foUow'd by an- 
otjher Vowel, a$ when it is by one 
or more Confotjants,— Farther flill, 
the Antients were fo nice upon thie 
Subjed of Quantity, that they made^ 
. » Dionyf. HSiicar. nte,i Ivthf. *0ve/i*«T. § i f. 

aDif> 
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a Difference in the D^ees of t^e 
Quantity of the iame Vowel in re- 
fped, not only to the Letters which 
foUow'd, but alfo to thpfe,- which 
went before it 'Diopyfius HaHcar- 
najfeus-t to illuftrate this, produceth 
the Words o^oVj f o(Jbf, t^noc and 
^^o<poc'3 in all which the firft Syllable, 
is fiiort, and yet it is longer in ^^■ 
than in o(Jof, longer iij T^itoc than 
in ^$os, fuid longer in Xr^og than 
in T^onof. — Accents cap, and do 
take no Notice of this. But Quan- 
tity can, and doth. And ib did the 
Anticnts in reading or repeating 
both Poetry and Profej and made 
the Difference fenfible to th^ Ear.— 
So in the foregoing Jnftances Z>/V^ 
fryjfus faith that the firft SyllaUe of 
the laft Word, tho' it ftill remaineth 
^ort, yet becometh longer than the 
(hortcft by the three fenfible Addi- 

» Ibid. 
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tions, which are ma<fe to it : r^tah avriii 

X^'ioLi Aiia from hence' he maketh 
dhis CcHK:lufiQn:* Therefore thefc 

r .*- i giv€ the Senfc of this Paflagc as I think 
it ought to behead. The Original is certainly 
corrupted.' i^Sf riosa^^Q uZrour ^^ocxjhu,^ o-w^^i- 
%^ imtl0^cih::;tw eitdhoyov ix^^tu cu&vitfiv^ Tit 
zife^Qt:iictyii^fiiT^ov. ViSorw, (JVzv. LeQ:..L. xiii. 
6. o, y in&cad of (ivcihoyo¥ rtacj ^hoyof. But thQ 
Difficulty ;(k|th not conM* in this Wond* 
Wbetfierowe. read ^'^•tMyp^ or «Aayc» ftill t^^ 
gramrnati'caf Conftrudion is imperfeft, there 
being no Verb to anfwer to the Nominative 
Cafcs^, VlT.ilndfyn fa>y this> rod therefore hd 

i;ead rjjr aV^'Aoj^v ix^^}v eu^vicif i^^og rov ^ arptj- 
it:^»y^f julxfov/ Mr. Vpcn hath' gone farther i 
aiid offetVi two Eniendations, one of iwhich 
feemeth obfcur^ and Confufed, and the other 
maketh ftllt greater Alterations in the Text, 
B^t ifi infteadof*^ araej «»^y?f ftlrj or, we read 
4«f> ^ trifgf ?5Kfly^?c 5*f7{»>I^, the Emendation wi^H 
be eafy and natural, and the Senfe agreeably 
with the- Context. iFor xhtri fAtr^gv'^cu will be 
the Verb; to whict JtaipQ^uL and Hx^cou refer^ 
and the Scnfe of the Paffage will be what Di<i^ 
nyfius certainly meant. For the Additions* 
that are made to the firft Syllable, being the 

four 
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four DifFerenccs in a fhoit Syllable, 
which havCy or produce, a corref- 
pcMident Scnfation, are meafured, or 
eftimated, by the Addition, which 
h made of one, two, os three Con- 
fonants to the firft fhort Syllable. 

Indeei> all the different kinds of 
Writing, fo far as the Judgment of 
the Ear is concem'd, strife from the 
different manner, in which Writers 
difpofe Letters, Syllables and Words. 
— As there is no Myftery in this, 
one would be diljwfed to think there 
could be no great Difficulty in the 
right Management of it. And yet 
how few Writers are there, who have 
fijcceeded in the Execution (o far, 

Caufes of the DifFerences in the Quantity of it, 
tifcfe Additions muft be the Rule, by which 
thefe Differences are to be meafured, and made 
fenfible in the Pronunciation. For thefe Rea- 
fons therefore 1 have tranflated the Paffage ac- 
cording to this Reading. • 

as 
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as to deferve, and leave to Pofterity" 
an cftablifli'd Charaaer? — Their 
ill Succels could not proceed from 
any Ignomhce of an Art, which, in 
its Nature, is fo very plain and fim- 
pie, but from their Want of that 
Principle, which alone can fecure 
Succefi : I mean a Want of Tafte.— 
This, when we have it, is an inborn 
Principle ; which cannot be ac- 
quired, tho' it may be improved. 
But the prefent Accents, being found- 
ed upon upon a wrong Tafte, can-' 
not give or improve a true one ; but 
diredly tend to fpoil our Tafte, if 
we have any. Fw true Tafte is ever 
founded in Nature. And fo is Quan- 
tity : but not fo the modern Do- 
drine of Accents. 

There is a profaical Rythm, 
which is very (imple. There is an 
oratorial Rythm, which is more nu- 
merous. 
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merous. And diere is a poetical 
Rytbn, which is the Perfedion of 
all human Compofitions. — All thele 
Ry thms arife from a due Proportion 
in Quantity ; or, in other Words, 
from a due Ailemblage of long and 
fhort Syllables in a p^ain Ratio* — 
Now as a Pronunciation by Accent 
muft produce a Rythm : and this 
is different from that, which arifeth 
from the Length and Shortnefs of 
Syllables, it is as evidcsit, that one 
cannot read, or repeat by Accent 
and Quantity at the fame Time, as 
it is evident that two diftind Ry thms 
cannot be produced by the lame 
Movements at the feme Time.— ^ 
The Rythm of Mufic is capable of 
being varied in many more Ways 
than theCombination of the different 
Feet, which are ufed in Verfe, can 
pofTibly reach. And therefore Mufic 
may be fo adapted to Poetry, that 

this 
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this may be ^ng, and both produce 
one Rythm. But the Rjrthm, which 
arifeth from a bare Elevation and 
Depreflion of the Voice, fixed m 
every Word to certain Places by cer- 
tain RuleS) is of too narrow a Com- 
pafs to take in the various Combi-* 
nations of Syllables and Feet that 
may be uled in Verfe. And there- 
fore tho' the Gre^k Poetry was fung 
according to muiical Notes, yet could 
it never have been read, or repeated 
according to the modern Accents.—* 
Nor could Orations, or common 
Profe for the fame Reafon, in Pro- 
portion to the lower Degree of 
Rythm, which is proper to them. 
For it is to be obfervied, as a thing, 
which is eflential in the prefent Cafe^ 
that the Rythm of Profe is of th^ 
fame Nature with the Rythm of 
Poetry, The Difference doth not 
confift in the Quality, but only in 
4 the 
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-■ • - - ' ■ ' ----- ■ ^ . " ) 

^.Quantity* jVfc^r/^ ,j^^ wf f^^ 

Mmov. DipEiyf* Halicam* llg^i ^Syy^ 
M 

the i: 

For 

upon 
.Fath< 
■■^— 1^ 
SyUal 
rii?oni 
tnuft 
^entSj 

G. muft 
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ihuft produce another. — ^ What 
Rytfem is, arid how itdifferethirbiri 
Metre is well explain'd ty Ltmgmus 
^n thofc * Scholia upoa 'Hephdefiwriy 
"which are aicribed to him. " A/^ct'ipf^ 
^£< (iST^oy "^dfjcs. vX»} fih ya^f rm'^ 

Svkviv yivoiro ^iiri^v. ot3t ^vd}ip'S yU 
vljx( luv ^ 'h (TvXXa^: ytvilat $£ ^ 

yocJocixc TSufiev tote cr(p6^(xc xa}x'(ps'^09- 

7CUV OTOfsik fivduk ivoMadrjf li Kivr\<ii£ 




^1 6VX ,xv yiyono ^w^<p 7j^£U( '^.oicis 
\i^ 'Z«roo-n54 Syllablesi iatth Lpiiginusy 
^are tHe Suhjeft -Matter of /Meire. 
yAiiH xTideed it is upon^thfs very Ac- 
"qoiint. that . they have been call'd 

Beet ;. b^caufe when they are fo cm- 
* ploy "d^they bear fome Analogy to 

* Edit. Parjf. 1555. p 76. 

'* "' ' the 
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the Movemeiits of thePeet in danc- 
ing. So ^PMhponm.' <^m^zvTCu 9 
^v^[mC i^ em twv x^oTsvTav roug XH*"^^ 

^^ocMx ruv 'STo^av oi^aiQ ^ diviQ "Koyov 

*j ivl&jBkv (ho, iierot^o^c T^iav A Td/«- 

7M[i§xvo(i£v TC^os rfjy ruv [li'T^uv yiv- 
:«(r0', tsro^sg ljicA>j3/i(r«y.-r~Take now 
:flie firft Example, which Longinm 
mbitioneth, that of .Smiths ftriking 
iheiT Hammers upon their Anvils, 
:(fit)m whence Mufic is faid to have 
:talcen its Rife) and fuppofe two Sete 
iHof'them (confifting either of diffe- 
fient Numbers, or of the laaiie Num^ 
ber, but provided with Hammecs 
of different Natures) to be ib-iking 
upon their Anvils at the fame Time?, 
and you will clearly fee that, tho' 
each Set will produce a Ry thm, yet 
*■ In Lib. ii. Ariftot. d^ Animal L. I. viii. a. 

G 2 both 
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JjothSets ftiildng at thcfemeTinic 
bi«ft fTodiUce ©ifcords^ ' 

A.RE Accents tken>of no Ufei? 

I airfwer 

1. Accents mecf^lscr ufefid tij> 

^Bftirmiifk the difereni^SeRfes 6f 

W<m&, wludi do not Jife tnFord* 

■or 3ound. As ^\tAJum ^atA^f,in)a(kf^ 

^Sv 'kidflky andifo* %^& ejkte'y 4 

am and tiU. In which kft Worfe 

:a biftksaioa nosiy be wfe^; "dm* 

4iot tfiat^ which isf here-made. Tte 

Oircumftex fe unnfeccii&ry -to this 

f»ur{)dfe 5 ^asmll^becfialfeibdihthcfe 

Monofylfeblcs «i«ft, and>cannot:hot 

he ipK»i^iheed wtth aitCirciWnilex, 

^\«4ieth€r it 'be inaiik-dqor not;,- -ds 

;l)«>auie the different -^Senfes arcdi>- 

tftinguifti'd' hytise difFeront "bpcath^ 

iti^s j^^ Vhlch fottie GmnranariansrcD- 

3k6n'-d-alfoatifiong the 'Br^o(r^i5w£^W*- 

But fuch Diftinaions qughtto qaiife 

r; no 
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ip DilTcr^nce in the Proi^mipatioi^, 
becavife there is ooDif^eret^ce in the 
Quantity. And a careful Reader 
will diflinguifh them by die Con- 
text, without the Help of Accents, 
as readily, and by the £une means, 
that he will diftinguifh the different 
Senfes of any Word, which, with 
the fame Accent, carrieth difoent 
Senfes. 

TO'KOS, with one and die f^me 
Accent on the Penultimate, figni- 
eth the Time of bringing forth, the 
A& of bringing forth, and the thing 
brought forth. ^ — In this Cafe the 
Accent, being the fame, is of na 
Help to the Reader. But the Con- 
text telleth him in which of thefe 
three Senfes the Word roxoe is to be 
taken in the Place that lieth before 
him. /Vnd therefore it muft follow 
from hence, that the fame DiiFe- 
G 3 rence. 
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rence, as to Senfe, might, as weU| 
be obferved without an Accent. 

'''HN, with om and the lame Ac- 
cent, carrieth Hve diffo'ent Senfes.— 
It is the firft and third Perfon Sin-' 
gular, and third Perlbn plural of ^e 
imperfed of ei(AiyBnd then it figni- 
fiete eramy erat, erant,— \x. is the 
firft Perfon Singular of the 2d Aor,. 
of wjjw< ; and then it fignifieth ivi.— 
And it is alfo the firft Perfon of the 
imperfed of ^jjp" ; and then it fig- 
nineth dixi. — In all which Cafes 
the Reader can have no Help fi-om 
the Accent, but only from the Con- 
text, to find out the Senfe of Jjy in 
each particlilar Place. And this he 
will readily do, if he dulyattendeth. 
— And as fuch another Inftance 
cannot perhaps be produced, I mean 
of one Word, which carrieth five 
Afferent Sepfes under one and the 

fwie 
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fame Accept, and yet thefe different 
Senfes are difcover'd without Diffi^ 
culty, there cannot be a more evi- 
dent Proof that Accents cannot be 
of great Ufe, tho' they fhould be 
allow'd to be of fome. For a Reader 
may, and will, in all Cafes, dilcover 
. the particular Senfe, which a Word 
of different Senfes, bears in any par^ 
. ticular Place by the fame means, by 
which he may, and will difcover 
tlK different Senfes of ^v. 

The Prepofitions ava and Jia 
have an Acute upon the laft Sylk- 
ble, to diftinguifK them from Z oivx 
Rex, and tov . A/a yovem. But a 
Reader muft be very ftupid, if he^ 
cannot diftinguifh a Prepofition from 
a Noun without the Afllftance of 
an Accent. . 

2. Accents may be ufefiil to 

diftinguifh the Quantity of Syl^- 

G 4 bles. — 
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BfeV--]^i tfien to da this tlicy 
6tight adx^iysf to be plac'd accord- 
ing to Quj(h9ty ; whkh, in the mo^ 
dern Ulc of tliehr, tKcy are riot. And 
merrforea^ Accenti may fbtriefimeis 
lead lis to the Knowlec^eof Qbarir- 
tity,- fo is it certain that t&ey inay 
ibnictiirics miflcad ns. — The Ac-» 
cent bf tefiixaTJXioc, being upon thfe 
PennTtiinate, may induce an uri- 
Rnowih^ Reader, who judgeth of 
Quantity by Accent, to think that 
^ ^inal there is long. And the rathe? 
fof bccaufp he may, perhaps, hav^ 
obfer/d that the Penultimate of 
^curiTiix hath fych an Accent, and 
that the oc final here is long. Where-? 
as« final in ^otcriTiSx is long, becaufe 
it is long in all the Attic accufative 
Cafes of this Form j which, in this 
Refpe<ft, follow the Analogy of the 
j4ttic aAd Ibmc Genitives in w^; But 
k final in n^ixccMm is fhort: and 

the 
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iheAdeerMs lipodthe Feiiultimate 
onfy bi^ufe it was upoh that Syl- 
laWc in the Nominative Cafe Tre^n 
irfitxx^;. — And ib, far much the ^md 
Eeafbn, in Iswowe, and Words of 
the fame to, i e. whofe ending iil 
)]i^ hath been dmng'd by the Ma^ 
cedoniam into «;y tho' the « final i^ 
ihort, yet itilli notwithftdnding this 
Alteration, the Accent is kq>t upon 
the Penultimate. 

, *< Apices, feith * Seautus, ibi 
^* pbni debenit, tibi iifdem Literifi 
^^ alia atqa^ alia res defignatur, ut 
ifefiit tt v^if^ aret ^ arety legit ^ 
" legiti cseteraquehisfimilia. Super 
" I tstmen Literam Apex non po^ 
" nitur. G^krtt VooJes, quia, eo- 
** dem Ordine pofite, diverfa fig^. 
" nificant, Apice diflinguuntur, nfe 
** legens dubitatione impediatur."— 
This felateth to both Ufes of Ac- 

* D^ Oi thographia. 

cents. 
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cents, when tKeScnfe iiai-ieth, an6 
the Quantity is different. But this 
will not, by any M^ns, fupport 
the modern Dodrine of Accents in 
the Greek Language, becaufe it 
taketh in. only thofe/Wordsv that 
are ambi^ous in their Senfe, and 
Quantity J which are but few. 

Tho' the ApiceSy which were 
us'd by tht L>af ins f were diftin<^ 
from Accents, yet ftill fhej^^ when 
Senfe and Quantity are conneAed 
with them, come within the feme 
Reafon, and fo (Might to be fubjeft 
to the lame Rule, i. e. That they 
ought to be us'd but in doubtful 
Cafes. — This is the only Circum- 
ftance, that can make the Ufe of 
them proper, .and necel&ry.' " Lon*- 
gis Syllabis omnibus apponere 
Apicem ineptiflimum eft, quia 

' Quindil, L, i. c. 7. 

' *' plurimae, 
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** plurimaE!^, I^fetura ipla vcrbi quod 
** icribitur, patent. Sed interim. 
** necef&rium, cum eadem litera 
" alium atque alium intdle<9:um, 
" prout correpta, vel produda eft, 
*' facit; ut Malus^ utrum Arbo- 
** rem fignifitet, an Hominem nonr 
" bdnum, <3r/»/(C^ diftinguitur. Palus 
" aliud priore Syllaba longa, aliud 
** fequenti fignificat ; et, cum ca- 
" dem Utcra NoAiinativo Chfu bre- 
" vis, Ablative Icniga eft, utrum fe- 
*' quamur, - plerumque hac Nota 
** monendi fumus," 

If the placing of different Ac- 
cents upon the iame Parts, or of 
the fame Accent upon different 
Parts of the fame Words, when they 
cany different Senfes, fhould be al- 
low'd to be ever fo proper and ufe- 
ful. to diflinguifh thefe different 
Senles, yet no Argument can be 

drawn 
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dravra frtan heaos lor the Ufe of 
Accents m Worda^ whick do not 
cany fuch difecnt Senfes^ much 
lefs ibr the: focmtng of a.S^iflem of 
Accents t^ nin thro' the whole Bo- 
dy of a Langua^ For die Wfirds, 
whick cari^ firch difiercfit Sen&s, 
arc very few 'm Comparifon with the 
whole Vocabulary of the Greek 
Language, which is a recj copious 
one. . But Accents are plac'd upon 
aU Words.^-They arc pkc'd where 
they arc not wanted ; — Where they 
can be of no manner of Uic;---^ 
And where, if they are obferv'd in 
pronouncings they dcftroy all that 
Harmony, which aiifeih from a 
joft Quantity, and upon which the 
Beauty and Power of Oratory and 
Poetry do, in a great meafure de-^ 
pend. 

Upon the whole. On the one 
hand the Advantages of Accents arc 

but 
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but Jmall ; b\it> qn the lothsx., ih^y 
are; attend writh jpany and great 
Disadvantages. . , 

i; TflEy iujEroidiice iinnecef&ry 
Pi^jcd^es fii^to a Xi^oguage, whicl 
iia^ {ufficwnt<pnes ^ ^eif. 

'a. TjHTEy ,as« placed by ^iil:^ 
wb^h ^e oftj^ .aitatracy, and con:- 
1x9)^ one t& aoothqr. 

3. Th EV deftroy all Aat Harinor 
iny, ^ which th^ Greek Language 
i&4>^iift^«fteem'd. ,, 
. 4. Th^ey encourage'Lazin^s. — r 
It is an eafy matter to iee an Accent 
jnark'd over u Syllable, and to plac^ 
;die Strefe of the Voke there : but it 
is. not (o esSy a Matter to know the 
iQuantity of 3yHables> and ^ye to 
every Part of a Word its due Pro^ 
jporti<Mi of Time. — :-We are hereby 
led and accuftom'd to truft to ouf 
-Byes, and not to our Ears. 

Pro- 
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'''. Prosody ori^nally was tovo? ^u^ 
'v^C "sr^f h S^ofiev. But now it" is a 
quite different thing.— -ifem the 
antient mufical Ufe of Acc«its there- 
fore no Argument can Be drawn to 
fupport the modern Pratftice and Ufe 
of Accents. Fcm* tho'- we kiiow but 
little of the mufical or tdhical Pro^ 
nunciation of the Antiehts, yet thiis 
much we -Icnow, ' that it was- per- 
fedly agreeable to the Nature arid 
Quantity of Syllables. Biit the mo- 
dern Ufe of Accents is riot agree- 
able to the Nature and Quantity of 
Syllables. Neither hath it any Mu- 
, fie in it: unlefs irregular Sounds 
<:an be fo call'd. — ^It mufl diere- 
'fore be, as it is in 'Fruth, a third 
^hing, diflihiSt from the Ufe of Ac^ 
cents among the zn^ent Greeks, arid 
from the Nature and Quantity cff 
Syllables ; and confequently cannot 
be fupported by either. 

This 
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" Th is Conclufiott feepaeth hccefla- 
ry. And; iinldTs we mi!(cefuch a Dif- 
tiiKjUon, we miift run iiito inexpli- 
•cable DiSculties* '^*^Qui porro ufus 
**'acbentuuih fi^erit in vocali pro- 
'" riiintjatioiie, et q6a ratione fylla- 
** baMni<|tlaiititatetii, etaccentutirti 
** inflexionerii veteres coriciliaveriht, 
'* nortduni ita "perfpicue explanatuih 
** eft."- — This indeed is a thing, 
which can never be explain'd^ fo 
long as we confound the modern 
Ufe.of Accents with that, which 
was made of them. by the antient 
Greeks. 

Accents are c^ lefe Ufe ia the 

ijreek. Language to lead us to tHe 

- Knowledge of Quantity than in any 

' other Language ; becaufe it affords 

more helps, or Criteria to this Pur- 

pofe, which are diftinA from Ac- 

« Montfauc Palasogr; Grjec, p. 236. 

cents. 
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_cents, and arife frjjaw tlxc -vpry G>n- 
JitiLition of th^ut Language. Fair be- 
.fides the different<£ara5:ei?, wtict 
,the Gtedk. L^tpguage.liath for ^ long 
.^nd ^ ihort, an4ibr,<? long^dj^ 
_fliort, it hath tweiye DmhmpngS); 
,which are all Ipng. -3^ which ipeaas 
an infinite nwnber of Syllables aae 
rknown to be long jjy the wri^iog 
and iiatural Sound 6£ them, pre- 
. vioii% to any Ufe, jthat ip^ J^p 
.made pf Accen(;s. 

Tones, or Accents, ate, and cart- 
not but be ufed in all Languages* 
'' " Ut nulla vox fine vocali, ita fine 
-^".accentu ctmlla ieft."-:-r- Where a 
^Language is not foynded in a Aa- 
turalrQuantityKof SyllaWes the .pliaQ- 
ingof Accents tnay be allowed to be 
arbitrary. But notfo where the venr 
-Nature of a Language ef^blifliet^ 

^ Diomedes. Lib. ii. 

abif- 
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a DifFerence between Syllables, and 
Aiaketh fome long and others fliort. 
— In this Cafe the Ufe of Accents 
cannot be arbitrary, but muft cor- 
refpond with the natural Length or 
Shortnefs of the Syllables, which 
COmpofe the Words of that Lan- 
guage. Otherwife a perpetual Dif- 
cord will arife. 

This maketh a great DifFerence 
between the antient Greek, and the 
modern Languages. — In thefe the 
Pronunciation doth not depend 
lipon a natural Quantity ; and there- 
fore a ^eater Liberty may be al-^^ 
low'd in the placing of Accents. 
But in the Greek Language the Pro- 
nunciation eflentially depends upon 
a natural Quantity ; and therefore 
all Ufe of Accents, that is contrary 
to Quantity, muft be injurious to 
the Pronunciation. 

H Men 
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Men are led to accent their Words, 
partly by the Conftitution of their 
Language, and partly by their own 
natural Temper. — One of a volatile 
Temper will love fliort Syllables, 
and will not like to be ftop'd either 
by Quantity or Accent. So that in 
pronouncing a Word of three Sylla- 
bles he will run on, and place the 
Accent upon the laft Syllable, be- 
caufe he can run no farther. On 
the contrary one of a phlegmatic 
Temper will love long Syllables, 
and will be pleafed with the Ma- 
jefly of Quantity and Accent. So 
that in pronouncing a Word of three 
Syllables he will naturally lay fome 
Strefs as foon as he can, and fix 
upon the firft for his Accent. 

We fee fomething of this even in 
the antient, tho' not the moft anti- 
entGreek Language. — The Dialeds 

of 
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of which confifted not only in the 
Permutation, Addition, and Sub- 
ftradion of Letters, but alfo in the 
placing of Accents. 

The ' Dorians put a Circumflex 
upon the laft Syllable of all their 
firft Futures. Whereas the common 
Language put it only upon thoie, 
that end in Xw, /mw, vw, ^w. 

The ^u/Eo/ians are faid to have 
been ^a^vvTixoi, i. e, they placed their 
Accents as foon as they could. — So 
tsTOTx^oQ and xii'hoQ had an Acute 
upon the firft Syllable ; which ne- 
ceflarily brought a Grave upop the 
laft. Whereas the common Dialed: 
put an Acute upon the laft j as tso- 
Tay,oc, xoCkk' — So in ag/u/v ' they 
put the Accent upon the firft. 
Whereas a Circumflex was com- 

* Mag. Etymol. in Voce IL^^t^. 

^ Mag. Etymol. ibid. 

I Mag. Etymol. in Voce iwn. 

H 2 monly 
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monly put upon the Penultimate 
asmv> And fo in •" o^crw for o^w the 
future of Of w. Where a c is inferteci 
that it might not have the Form of 
the Futures of thofe Conjugations, 
which have the Penultimate fliort, 
and a Circumflex upon the laft. — 
And in this, as in many other Par- 
ticulars, the Latins follpw'd the 
JEolians. And indeed it is very evi- 
dent that the J^atin Tongue wa^ 
fprm'd upon the ^olk Dialed of 
die Greek Language. 

But this feemeth to relate only 
to what was pr^difed by the com- 
mo|i People, and in cpmmon Con- 
verfation. For thofe, that wrote in 
any one Dialed never departed from 
Quantity any more than thofe, that 
wrote in any other Dialed. 

The modem Greeks have carried 
the Barbarity of Accents mueh far- 

« Ibid. 

then 
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ther. They fometimes place the Ac- 
cent, and even a Citciimflex, upon 
the fourth from the laft. Whereas 
the antient Greeks neter placed it 
higher than the third from the M, 
nor theCirctimflex beyond the Pen- 
ultimate. " " Loci Accentuum funt 
** quatuor, ultima, pcnultima, an- 
.** tepenultima, ct praantcpenulti- 
" ma. — Prseantepenukima acutum 
" agnofcit et circumflexum, Acu- 
*' turn quidem in iis, quorum pen- 
** ultima eft in i«, ut oimyxecXKixtris 
^^ extdtatio, hvxliaa-ev ndx fa&a eji i 
** quafi la, unicam efficiat fyllabam, 
** ct in 'sffonx^c^vtovoiCi quihus ad- 
*' ditur particula vs, ut xoiiJiSTs, xoi- 
^^ ^iftnfacitis: Circumflexum au- 
" tern in iis, quorum penukima cir- 
*' cumifedituf, et iis additur arti- 
" cuhis cum particula vs, ut ty^oLTon 
^'. vidi iUud^^ 
» Sim. Pordi Gram. Ling. Grsec. Vulg. c. 2. 

H 3 As 
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As fome Parts of Greece were un- 
der the Dominion of the Venetiam it 
is probable that the modem Greeks 
learned this Method of Accentuation 
from the Italians^ who fometimes 
place the Accent upon the fourth 
from the laft ; as seguitano^ vtjitanoy 
desiderano^ consider am^ ' "Ante ter- 
** tiam quidem, nulla, quod fciam, 
** Lingua praeter Etrufcam, Tonum 
" coUocat. In his aiim verbis, se- 
*^ guitanoy vifitam^ seminamy deside- 
** raw, com'tderanOf in quarta a fine 
*■* eft acutus. In compofitis etiain in 
** quinta et fexta, fortandofenelay 
** desideranovkiy fem'ma?m)ici. Qui'- 
** dam virdo<^iffimusino<Skavaquo- 
<* que \6.oh(ttV2iw\tySeminatuyuictfeney 
" edificarmkifener — We have fome 
Inftances of this in our own Lan- 
guage ; as dormitory y repofitoryy pre- 
paratory , authoritatively, demonjira- 

» Canin. Hcllenifm. Ed, 4». p. 98. 

tively» 
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tpuely. But this hurts the Ear. For, 
in judging of Accents, the Ear can- 
not go farther back than the third 
Syllable. And when the Accent is 
placed higher we find, in fadt, that 
all the fubfequent Syllables are pro- 
nounced as rapidly, as if they were 
but two. 

Analogy, and the Reafon of 
things, require that all Words of the 
lame Form, at leaft where there 
cannot be any Difference in the 
Senfe, Ihould be accented in the 
feme manner. But this is not ob- 
ferved in the modern Dodrine of 
Greek Accents. And the moft pro- 
bable Reafon that can be given for 
this Variation, feemeth to be the 
different Manner of accenting the 
fame Wgrds, /'. e. Words of the fame 
Form, or of the fame Number of 
SyUabjles, by different People, who 
' H 4 fpoke 
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fpoke difierait Mother-Tongues. 
And when a fcM-dgn manner of ac- 
centing was once introduced into 
the Greek Language, the Mannered 
one People prevail'd in fome Words, 
and the Manner of another People 
prevail'd in other Words; tho' both 
were of the fanie Form, and capable 
of being accented in the fame Man- 
ner. 

In all Cafes, when the Nature of 
a Language admitteth of Quantity, 
this muft be the natural and bdl 
Ruleforthepronouncii^ofit. And 
all Ufe of Accents, that interfercth 
with Quantity, muA, in Proportion 
interfere with Pr<3nunciation.-'-And 
this is the Cafe of the Greek Lan- 
guage. But not fo of the modem 
ones; efpecialty of thofe, which 
i^rang from the Teutonic and Efdrnxh- 
man^ For /i%^,confiftingof a greater 

Pro- 
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Proportion of Confonants, muft, of 
Neceffity, have a greater Number 
of long Syllables. And the great 
Difproportion between long and 
fhort Syllables made it impoffible to 
think of eftablifhing Quantity for a 
Foundation of Harmony in Pronunr- 
ciation. Hence it became neceflaiy 
to lay aiide the ConiideraticHi of 
Quantity^ and to have Recourfe to 
Accents to form fome Harmony, 

fiich aa it is So that I am apt to 

think that the prefent Ufeof Ac- 
cents was introduced into the Greek 
Lat^uage when Conqueft, and Com* 
nxerce, and other Methods of In- 
letcourfe brought Foreigners into 
Gmiftr. For then each was naturally 
kd to pronounce Greek according to 
^ Accents, which prevaiFd in hia 

Mother-Tongue. For inftance. 

He» whofeMother-Tongse abound- 
ed in JkapdEfii (as the FntKhy which 

hath 
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hath no TrifyUable that maketh a 
DaByl) would naturally have placed 
the Accent upon the laft Syllable, 
and made roLTcmk an Oxytone, tho' 
the Penultimate is long by Nature. 
And he, whofe Mother-Tongue a- 
bounded in DaSiyh (as the Englijhy 
which hath no Trifyllablc that 
maketh an Anapafi) would natu- 
rally have placed the Accent upon 
the Antepenultimate, and pro- 
nounced T^«<r^a< with the Accent 
upon the firft, tho' the laft is long 
by Nature, and the Penultimate by 
Pofition. — And if you were to give 
to a French Man and to an Englijb 
Man, who knew nothing of the 
Greek Accents, two Greek Words to 
pronounce, one confifting of three 
long Syllables, and the other of three* 
fliort ones, in both Cafes xiaeFrench 
Man would certainly place the Ac- 
cent upon the laft, and make both 

Words 
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Words Anapajls^ arid the Englijh 
Man would certainly place the Ac- 
tent upon the firft, and make both 
Words DaSiyls. 

The Reafon, why fome Words 
are accented differendy, when there 
is no Difference in the Senfe, could 
not be becaufe the Laws of Accents 
originally allow'd fuch Words to 
have different Accents. For Accents 
were not originally placed according 
to the Laws of Profody; but the 
Laws of Profody were form'd ac- 
cording to a Ufe and Cuftom, which 

was already eftablifh'd. In the 

fame manner that Languages in ge- 
nial were not originally form'd ac- 
cording to Grammar; but Gram- 
mar was form'd according to die 
Ufe and Cuftom which prevail'd in 
Languages, and had already fix'd 
the general Nature of them. But 
the true Reafon pf this Variation 

muft 
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muft be, that the Greeks, by con- 
verfing with Foreigners, who fpoke 
difierent Languages, and diiFer'd, 
one from another, in placing their 
Accents, learned of them their ref- 
peftive Ways of accenting, and fbme 
Greeks placed their Accent one Way, 
and Qdier Greeks placed it in the 

lame Word another Way. This 

makes it highly probable that tl» 
prefent Dodrine of Greek Accents 
is owing to the different Ways of 
accenting, which were pradifed in 
other Languages. 

This Account of the modem, 
arUtrary, and irrational placing of 
Greek Accents feemeth agreeable to 
Fad. — The ori^al Ufe of Ac- 
cents among the antient Greeks was 
entirely mufical. The Grammarians 
of the School oi Alexandria were the 
iirft, who applied them to another 
Ufe, which was to diftinguifh Quan-* 

tity. 
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tity. — And as long, as Accents were 
applied to this Purpofe, no Altera- 
tion conld be thereby caufed in the 
Pronunciation of the Greek Lan^ 
guage. On the contrary, fuch a Ufe 
pf Accents was intended to be, and 
really was in itfelf a good Security 
for the Prefervation of its genuine 
Pronunciation. But in Procefe of 
Time, and when Foreigners inter- 
inix'd wijth the Greeeiansy their Way 
pf accenting ^-ept into the Greek ; 
^ixd fo the prefent Manner of plac- 
ing Accents was introduced into the 
Greek Language. — It will be proper 
tp confider this more; particularly. 

Th5 fwef^t Syftem of Accents 
was not form'd at once. As there 
W9j& a Progrefs in the corrupt Pro- 
nundatjon of the Gr^ek Language, 
fi> was there a Progrefs in the Do- 
drine of Accents. 

The 
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The Accents that were firft ufed 

were agreeable to Quantity. This is 

evident from Dionyjius Halicarnaf" 

feus. ^'H ftey yx.^ tts^ Al|iC s^fvof 

T£ flXX^XC if] rOCC iS^OtX^f^Cy TOtaVTCCC 

(pvTidcTlei . — In another Place the fame 
judicious Writer obferveth, that all 
the Parts of Speech do not af&dt 
the Ear in the feme manner. And 
the great and good Reafbns, which 
he aifigneth for the Cauies of this, 
are, the Nature c^ Letters! which 
compofe Words, and have many and 
different Powers, and the Union of 
Syllables, which is form*d in various 
manners. "^'Ovx cctcxvIoc 'VTe(f>vx£ rot 

[ti^ Trie XfffftJf OfiOtUC S'MTt^svat 7?iv 

dKonV uazs^ 8^£ rriv o^arixriv ocurdriffW 
Tcc o^cilx -za-avra, 8^1 rnv yev^iJtnv toc 

' The) ^vvBtr. 'OfffJutT. § IX. 

! Scft. 12, 13. ygyra. 
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■xiVHVTei ixx^r aAA:« )^ yTiVXcetvaai 
riv£( avTYiv Jj^o'* f^ 'Gnx^a.ivsai i^ t^oc- 

Twv y^otfAiAXTUV (pCaiCy £0 wy )j (puvrj 
cvveti^xsy isroy^ots ^ ^ixpo^8c s^aixx 
^vctfjistc, '■ ^ ^ Twv (TuAAaSwy 'VT>,oxr) 
i!ra^o$U7twc (rx/if^dtiii^oiAsvYj. By which 
we fee that Accents, in the Senfe, 
in which they are now underftood, 
had no part in this Affair, and that 
they' could not poflibly be confidcr d 
any farther than they were agreeable 
to the Nature of Letters and Sylla- 
bles, /. e. to Quantity. 

This Truth may alfb be made 
evident from Fad. — The Remains 
of Antiquity, which we have upon 
this Subjed, are indeed very fcanty. 
But yet, fuch as they are, they evi- 
dently prove this to have been the 
Cafe.— All PolyfyUables, ending in 

oios 
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owf were originally accented with a 
Circumflex upon the Penultimate. 
But the modem Athenians accent- 
ed them with an Acute upcMi the 

Antepenultimate. This we learn 

from the ' great Etymokgift^ who 
blameth the Alteration at the iame 
Time that he acquainteth us with 
it : T« hoi, t5 oTo^ ovoftotlx 'vjrg^ 

oXoVj 'urotvlohi, dXKo7o$f kn^oioc' St 
^ liilaysysfs^ot rm ^Arltmv to y«- 

tZ. — The Word r^ommy and all 
Words of the feme Form were 
originally accented with a .Circum- 
flex upon the Penultimate. But 
by a ktcr Rule they are to be ac- 
cented with an Acute up6n the An- 
tepenultimate. * way xlrrruuv a^rri^ 

' In Voce yiKit^. 

\ Mi%, EtymoL In Voce x^itcut*. 
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xs^cl?Miov' yuwf, yvvociov' 'odey j 
T^n^, r^oTcatov* St ^e KxTiXioi 'Arjixot 
iB^one^mtSaiv. Suidas (kith the fame 
thing. Aiid fo doth the Scholiafl 
upon Ariflophattes : who farther add-i 
eth, that the antient niamier of 
placing the Accent is preferable to 
the modern, a& being more agree- 
able to Analogjr. *Ka< Qi^at.i k£^ 
ma.'K&yUv tSto (Jioi7(Kov nx^ o-^tcriVf 

TO T^tjdUOVy )^ obtO tS 8^^ TO B^XlOVi 

When the antient Pronunciation 
of theQreek Language began to be 
corrupted^ the Grammarians found 
it necef&ry to introduce the Ufe of 
Accents to preferve, as lAuch as pof- 
fible, that antient Pronunciation* If 
therefore we can difcover how thofe 
firft Grammarians placed Accents } 

' In Plut. i 453. Edit. Tib. Hemftcthufii. 

I and 
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^4 if it fhould appea* that the)F 
l^aoed them ^iccordingto Qwmtlty^ 
this will be a farther Vtooioi what 
I have here advanced. -r^ As "JE^Moer 
W^ the fir^l Greek Book that w^ 
t^d in the Schods of the Aiitkot^* 
It is reafonable to think that ^'s waa 
the iwft that was aec^ted, Ajad it 
appears from fev^al Inftasice» thdt 
tjtofe Accents were placed accordii^ 
^o Quantity — -'Emit^ is accented 
\fy the Moderns witli an Acute upon 
the. Antepenultiqsi^tp, , But it was ac- 
cented in Homer with a Circumflex 
ti^on the Penultirhat^ : »vet^K toIq 

i(6irnri 'SS^bte^(TicSi7dti'> K. II. 3^ 520. 



tTTTTO;. ■ 



. " PHn. Epp. L. II. Ep. 14. Optime ioffitu- 
turti ^ ut ab Homero atque Virgilio k£tio 
inciperet. Qqindil. Inftit. L. I. c. 17. For 
which Rea(bn Palladas calleth the Iliad «t(X^ 
rfdfAnetrtm. Anjholog. L. I. c. 17. ■' -• 
. " M. Etymol. in Voce 'Eju/^®'. 

This 



Digitized by 



Google 



GREEK ACCENTS, uf 

This is confirm*^ by EuftatMus, 
who iaith exprefely, that 'E^oc was 
accmted after this manner^ not only 
in this, but in alt odier Places in 
Homer : ^ vr^i^ffitoirm ^ ^ iyjxv^ 
to i^nfioSi m$oi jg 0cAXa%8) xedi* ^ji«aw- 
mrat T8 hoX^o^. And (o the Word 
is accented in Bifhop Mores Manu- 
fcript,— *0|;«o/of is accented by the 
Modems with an Acute vpoa the 
Antepenultimate* But it was ac* 
centea in Hemer with a Circumfkr 
upon the Penultimate. So « Par- 
p^ryt rot ^st t5 mg ait»ylcc ic^s* 
^jnrwjKEv* ht^btoi' ysAwof* aXXoToj* 
Gio^ T8T0 Kf*'Oj^0Q rff dmTioyix j^^jj- 
(TOCfxsvoc • «Jf dtsi 3gof, ^cr<, t^K 
3/ttwoy flPyf / ir^ Of toy o^nohn ii $^ 'At- 
tM» ojMtof Xey»ri. Cotintbus iaith- 
much the &me thing : and Hero^ 

y Edk. Rom. Fol. 822. 1. v. 

* tttfji v(»r<»il»t. MS. Biblioth. Regis Ang. 

• Odyff. (.iiiS. 

I 2 ilian 
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dim z!tA Eufiathius aflure us that 
ojioioi was always accented by. the 
Antients, and in Horner^ with a 
Circumflex upon the Penultinxate^ 
as well as l^^pf and iroliioe' ^ to i3t 
s^fix "UT^oiis^KTKmiv ol 'KOLTMiqi. S^cms^ 
yoL^ iTo7[Aov Tiiyei ^^Oiin^oc "STPonB^KT-- 

TO na^^ ijjaTv l^rjpy. To f^ivirat 

Tivx^ dydXoyoy yoi^ h) role ^/: tS 

Ce TO Ol^OiOQ B'/Sl Ti XXlVOt KdTOt (TViffi'^ 

deixv So( <px<Jiv oOliKTiv. — - A/o' H^wtJiavajf^ 
(pncriif on TO 7ra^' ^Ofin^u) J^ii[^oy jj^ iro7- 
fioVy 01 vsms^oi drJiXoldvoiXoytcC ^ocah^^ 
s^YifjLov j^ sTOi[Aov* Herodian aftd Eu-- 
ft at bins agreed as to the Accentua-. 
tion of thefe Wofds in Homer. But 
Euftathius differ'd from Herodian as 
to the Analogy of the antient and 

* Euftath. Fol. 531. L xxxii, &c. " 

mo- 
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modem Accentuation of them. To 

^ » %o^ rvit^jy xcQot to isr^oTCU^o^vjo- 

1t£^ A^ TO OjUOWf BV T6 SXXOIC ^ h 

*Qovff<rsix. Tccivjuc dyxXoyuTs^ov t» 

CfMtOC' fol. 569. 1. 17. ^'O Ss O^HQ^OQi 

dvoCKoyag 'sr^oze^ioTCoiTOU h rS o/ttof. 
xolIx to, TTavToff noLYtoloQ, otK'koS oikTJi- 
Of, ij^ Ta 'ojttow. TO fisvloi Ojf*owf ur£- 
^y 6t dTJixot iccc^u^vvav. fol. 18 17. 
1. 15. — I fhall only obferve farther 
i^t Porphyry in the abovemention'd 
Place addeth, that r^oicouov Wjis 
mark'd with a Gircum^lex upon the 
Penultimate in the Copies oi'thucy- 
dides : isaXiy )}ft£/V /^^v oivoCkoyt^i 
T^oitum "kiyo^sv. u€ anriTMioVy eru- 
?Miov. $s ©BXV^iSnc r^o-Kouov 
^Arjixuc- The meaning of which is, 
that the Modems put an Accent 
upon the Antepenidtimate of t^ 0- 
itaiov to bring it to the Analogy of 
I 3 other 
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otherWbndsof tbe fame Form, whidi 
were fo accented, {tho* tliat Analogy^ 
might, with more Reafon, have been 
reverfed) but that in Tfycydides a 
Circupi0ex was put upon thePenuki- 
mate according to the manner of the 
antient Athenians i which is alfo a* 
greeable to what Eufiathfus faith on 
this Subje<ft. 

From hence therelwe, and from 
other Inftanx;^, which m^ht be 
produced, it appeareth that the an- 
tient mamier of placing Accents was 
agreeable to Quantity. But it is not 
an eafy Matter to point out the ex- 
a£t Tim^, when a different manner 
of accenting began. 

The Patrons of the prefent Sy-r 
ilcm of Accents endeavour to prove 
the Antiquity of them from two In- 
cidents, in which Dsmofihenes wa* 
<concern'd. Oiv^ of them is in his 
4 to^ 
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<>ati(Hi T«^ ^f^vs 'y a|id the othiar 
is rdated by Plutarch in his Liv€!& 
of the ten Orators. But neither of 
the(e Places h^th> In my Opinion, 
been rightly underftood ; and they 
will appear, in their true Senfe, to 
be very far from- proving the Point, 
for which th^y are produced. 

I N the Oration iti^i .^ttpifivn the 
Point, vAax^ Demofthefm had in 
View, wa« to perfuade the People 
that ^fcUms was the Mercenary, 
ftw^wlof) and not the Gyeft or 
Friend, ^avof, oi Philip SinAAkxan:- 
der. Now, in wder to €ffe<9: this, 
JDimofthenes had a Mind to bring his 
Audience to an open Declaration of 
it. And the Way, whi<^ he took to 
bring this about, was, * it is {aid, by 
appealing to his Hearers, and afkir^ 
them HJEfchims was not a fjuff^ar 
To( ; artfully putting the Accent ip 
/ * Guiiel. Bail, de Acceotibus Gxaecomm. : 

14 the 
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the wrong Place, becaufe he knew 
that the People would immediately 
corred his Pronunciation ; and then 
he would take their Corredion of 
his Pronunciation as a Declaration 
of their Judgment that JEfchims w^s 
a fjuadi^cs : and in this he met with 
all the Succefs he defired. — This 
hath the Appearance of an Argu- 
ment ; and yet there is nothing in 
J^emojihenes to fupport it. His 
Words are : 'AAXa i/iiadwrov iyu (re 
^i^imra Tir^oTS^oVj xoci vvv 'AXe^av^f b 

jr«AW, XOCt BTOl TtOlvIsC' el $" XfCK^UQ 

e^(Slri(rov sivtbc. ftaXAov (Tf'yw t»^' 
vns^ &B noirtffw. wonoov VfxiVy u 'Av- 
^^iC 'A^rivetiotf [Aia^ajoc 'Aiaxivric, n 
fsyof ehxi 'AAe^av^^a ^oxei; — dxsetc 
ci Tisysariy i. e, I fay that you were 
the iit,i(T^(^0Q oi Philip, and that you 
are now the fjn^^doroc of Alexander. 
' Ail, that are prefent, will fay the 
feijie thing. If you diibelieye me, 

aik 
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aflcthem. Yea rather I will afk them 
for you. Do you believe, O Athe- 
nians I that Mfcinnes is the (At<x%Toc 

OT ^evof of Alexander f ^You hear 

what diey fay. It is evident that 

Dema/ihems, after he had put the 
Queftion, made a Paufe, and that 
his Hearers anfwer'd [AiadmoCy upon 
which Demofihenes concluded with 
thefe Words ot-xnnQ d ^.eysfft. — — 
But it doth not appear that De- 
mofihmes made ufe of any Artifice 
to bring his Hearers to make fuch 
an Anfwer. And much lefs doth it 
appear that the Artifice, which he 
put in Practice, was by placing a 
wrong Accent upon the Word jw/a- 
^moQ. This is taken from his Com- 
mentator Ulpiany who lived Five 
hundred Years after him, and who 
delivers this only as the Opinion or 
Saying of fome. Tivh il^nKMiv on 
ixuv iv Tw i^uTUv ^'jjtw^ i^^€x^i<rev 
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Xci^To nc ctvTBf ■ wff ^t9^^sitem, ^ 
i€9ti<r€ T^ lim tovoj jit/o'^T^* ; eSr« tv 

But fuch ^ AitiEoe wj» too l6w 
and n^ea^ fbr Demofihetm tD have; 
Reisobrle to. And befides, at the 
Succefs of it was very unootain, one 
cannot think he would, in Pru- 
dence, have trailed to it. If any 
Artifice was |»a<9:ifed it is taore na- 
tufal to conclude that Dem^hefm 
had farefvioulty fecured fome Perfons 
to Make the Anfweri which 1^ ex- 
p^ded. And this agrceth with the 
Qther Solution, which Ulpian giveth 
to this A^to, who farther telleth 
us that, acccffding to the OpinicMi 
of:other^j it was h» Friend M^«««* 
d^ that anfwer'd fjna^moc. 'Oi $i 
fscaiv o*f Mimv^^oe o xu)[xixoc 4>iXoC wy 
avT^i ^ wy ev roiic .$ixxi'cc7cy dnsx^t- 
i/etjo x^f'^oF^J'of. jCj t5 hoc T)jy (pwvi^ 
us Tuv rnvjoiv i^i^xTo. From 
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From Plutarch^ s Lives <^ the T-en 
Oratofs the PatrcHis of the prefent 
Syftem of Accents aflert, that the 
Athenians found great Fault with 
Detmfihems for ^cing an Acute 
upon the Antepenultimate of the 
Word ^AarKT^nntt^. — To judge farly 
of this Aflertion we muft confkler 
the Paflage itfelf. — Phoarcb telleth 
us that DemoJlhmeSy not having Suc- 
ceeded in his puU«c Perfonnances, 
retired, and was greatly eaft.dbwh ; 
but that he was comforted and en- 
couraged by Eunotmts ^(^Thriafami 
and more by Andrmkus the A<£lor : 
who told him that his Orations were 
good, but that he was deficient as to 
his Adion. And then ^ P/utarci 
addeth: ^r^ogX^wy $s icoiTuv tic toc 

cv^sTo' US xvififp^ti^riyeci avrov wro*Ay-.- 

Ed. Par. 1624. T, ii, p. 845. 
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TSToy Toy T^ozov iv ru ^^[lu, do^vSov 
kmYi<T£V.—-£l[iL)>vi Sk K^ Tov 'AcxXvimov, 
JT^oTra^olvvwy 'A(r«A)j7rwy, i^ nx^e^sixyvsv 
«UToy o^us TiSyovra' ilmi yot^ rov ^sov 
vr/oy. Ky em tstw 7roXX««<? Ifio^uS^djj. 
i. e. J^emofibemsy appearing again 
in the public Aflembfies, and hav- 
ing laid fome things, that were new 
and untifual, was found Fault with. 
Infomuch that he was ridiculed by 
Antiphanes and Timocles in their Co- 
medies by thefe Exprefllons : I call 
the Earth to witnefs, I call the 
Springs to witnefs, I call the Rivers 
to witnefs, I call the Waters to wit- 
nefs. He was alfo wont to call j^f" 
culapius to witnefs, laying an extra- 
ordinary Strefs upon the Antepenul- 
timate of 'A(T)a.r\moQ ; and he infift- 
ed tha: he ljx>ke truly, for that ^f- 
culapius was nitioQ a niild, benign, 
and beneficent God. And upon this 

Ac- 
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Account lie was oftoi . difturb*d.' — ' 
But this dbth not come up to what 
is. pretended. Nor tsui it be made to 
come up to it, but by overftrain- 
ing and perverting the Text. 
. And the Patrons of. the prefent 
Syftem of Accents arc (o fenfible of 
this, that Bdillius, in quoting the 
Pafl&ge, hath put an Acute upon 
the Penultimate of 'A(7;2?iy}7rwy, (con- 
trary to the common Way of ac- 
centing this Word, which puttcth 
an Acute upon the laft,) wfcvue Sz ^ 
tov 'AffxTitiiniov, and, in his Tranfla- 
tion of it, hath, in order to make 
but his own Senfe, inferted Words, 
to which there is nothing at all 
in the Original that anfwereth : 
^* Nee 'AffxT^mov acuta penultima 
'* more Attico, fed acuta antepen- 
" ultima 'A(7xX^7:iov (more, ut fibi 
" videbatur, confentaneo) pronunti- 
** avit." — But this is very unfair, 

and 
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and ibrciiig too AriSb a Sedfe npoa 
die Word mna^^H^^ The plain 
Meaning aSPlasarch ieems to be no 
more than tiiis: That Detmflhems 
was thoi^^ to make too frequent 
Appeals : That he ufed to appeal to 
J£Jculafttus'y and that when he did 
this he laid aa uncommon Stf^ 
upon the Antepenultimate of *A<r-^ 
x'knuns y but that the Accent wasi 
not to be placed there P bit arch doth 
not ia}r.-r»Li his Lives of the Ten 
Orators, and in his ^Paraiklt, he$ 
mentions the particular Dcfed^ and 
Faults of Demofiberm^ As that Yob 
Speech was thick ; That he could 
not pronounce diflindly the Letter 
tfj That he had an awkward, un- 
Decoming Motion f^ his ShoiJders; 
That his Voice was low, and that 
his Breadi was £> fhort, that, in 
peaking long Periods, he was forced 

« T. I. p. 848. 

to 
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tpmakelndiions, which fu^)ended 
and hurt the Scttfe ; That his Com- 
positions were too much labour'd j 
That there was a Gonfufioi? in his 
Periods ; And that he abounded 
too much in Figures. But Plutarch 
doth not iay that Lk?noflhenes ac- 
ctnted his' Words in wrong Places. 
And yet if he had, this was a Fauk, 
which wouldj and muft have been 
taken Notice of in the fiyft Ifkce.— 
Indeed it cannot be imagin d that 
Detnofihenes^ who had been borri 
and bred up in Athens, could pofli- 
bly be faulty in this refped. 

SuiDAs leen^th to iay that the 
antient manner of piling Accents 
prevail'd under Eufolisy Cratinusy 
Ariftophams and Ihucydi^es, and the 
new Manner under Menander, &'c, 

^ T^OTtXlOV 01 7CX>MlOi ' At/^^S/ 'GT^Trg- 

^KTirZai-V' 01 (Jg V£UT£^Ol TB^QZCi^O^VVHffl. 

[ In Voce T^ivuiav. 
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jroA/ff, K^rm?,- 'A^/ro^awjf, 0aw^/- 
Jjjtf. n ^^ ys» 'AtS^)s hiv, ns hi Ms- 
vxv^^ocy Kf aXXoi.' — If Suidas meant 
this of a common Pradice in the 
Manner of accenting, he, certainly, 
was miftaken> The Scholiqfl upon 
Ariftophanes^ from whom he feem- 
eth to have made his Extract, faith 
nothing of this. BefidesAS^^/Txquot- 
eth no Authority. — In Truth he 
feemeth either to have miftaken the 
ahovemention'd PaJflage of Ulpian^ 
or to have injudiciouffy confounded 
two things, which are of a very dif- 
ferent Nature. — However it is no 
improbable. Conjedture to (uppole 
that a corrupt Manner of pronounc- 
ing fome Words in the Greek Lan- 
guage was occafion'd by Alexander s 
Expedition into Afia. ■ His Army 
might have learn'd to accent fome 
Words according to the Manner of 

the 
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the Afmtks>. And, as it is reafonablc 
to think that many Afiatks went 
with them, when they return'd into 
Greece^ thefe^ we may be {lire, were 
Very faulty in this refpe<9:. — Upon 
the Death oi Alexander two great 
Empires were form'd out di his 
Conquefts. One m Egypt under 
Ptolemy y and another in Afia under 
Seleucus. In both thefe Kingdoms 
the Pronunciation of the Greek Lan- 
guage muft have been greatly cor- 
rupted. And this Corruption muft 
have infeded Greece itfelf ; confi- 
dering the Intercourfe and Corre- 
fpondence, which was carried on be- 
tween Greece and the two New 
Kingdoms. — Alexander died in the 
firft Year of the ii4"'01ymp. ; 
upon which Ptolemy immediately 
began his Reign, as Seleucus did his 
twelve Years afterwards. — In the 
firft Year of tlie- 153-1 Olymp. /. e-. 
K "^ 156 
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156 Years after the Death oi Alejd^ 
ander^ Paulus ^milius conquer'd 
Greece^ and made it a Roman Pro- 
vince ; by which the genuine Pro- 
nunciation and Accentuation of the 
Greek Language muft have been far- 
ther corrupted.— The Greek Lan- 
guage received an additional Wound 
by the Irruption of * the Goths into 
Greece in the third Century, Indeed 
the Goths had, before this, made fe- 
veral Emigrations into Greece, From 
Scandinavia they moved fouthward, 
firft to the Inlands in the Baltic, 
then . fettled upon the Continent 
about the /^^a/^, .and afterwards, by 
the FojTce of their Arms, they pof- 
fefs'd themfelves of Dacia^ i. e, of 
that large Country, which was 
bounded, on the Eaft by the Euxine 
Sea, on the Weft, by the River 7/- 
bifcuSy and on the South by the Da^ 

» Eutropii Breviar. L. ix. c, 8. fub. Gallieno. 

nube. 
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nube. They maintain'd this Acqui- 
iition 700 Years, /. e. from before 
.Sexanders Time to the Time of 
Valentinian and Valens. ^ " Tertiae 
" Gothorum Sedes in Dacia, quam 
" hbdie Tmhiylvaniam Hungariae 
" ac Valadiiam nonainant. Quas 
" paulo ante Alexandri Magni iE- 
" tatem odcupaflfe invenio : reli- 
" quifle vero. fub Valentiniano et 
" Valente cirea Anniim Salutis re- 
" paratae 376Chronologiae nos ratio 
" doceti" This Situation afforded 
the Goths many favourable Oppor-^ 
tunities of going into Greece, And 
they were fo fond of this Country, 
that many of them fetded in it; 
and in fuch Numbers, as tb itiake 
the Want of them felt in their na- 
tive Cbuhtry. Which oblidged the 
Wejlrogoths (in order to put a Stop 

' Wolfang. Lazius De Gent. Migrationibus. 
p. 554. 550- 

K * to 
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to this Evil) to make a Law to ex- 
clude thofe Gothsy who fettled in 
Greece^ from inheriting in their na- 
tive Cbuntry. ' " Nullius (in Gothia) 
" hereditatis capax efto, qui in 
" Gnecia domicilium fixit." DeHe- 
reditat. cap. 12. L. ii. — The ''laft 
Wound, which the Greek Language 
received, was when the Saracens^ in 
the Reign of HeracUus^ i. e. at the 
beginning of the feventh Century, 
over-ran Greece. By this the Pronun- 
ciation of the Greek Language was 
corrupted to fuch a Degree, that it 
was now found as neceflary to write 
Accents in Books for common Ufe, 

' Vid. Stiernhidmium in Anti-Cluvcrio Dif- 
fert. I. et Ingewaldi Hift. Graec. Ling. p. 283. 

* The Corruption of the preek Language 
is confider'd here only fo far, as is ncceflary to 
fix, with feme Degree of Probability, the 
common Ufe of Accents.— It fufFer'd greater 
Corruptions afterwards. Of which the Reader 
may fee an Account in D« Frefne's Preface to 
his Glojfary Media et Infima Gracitatis. 

as 
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as it had been before to write them 
only iii the Books of Learners. 

This Account of the Progreis in 
the Corruption of the Qreek Lan- 
guage agreeth with the Time, when 
Accents are faid to have been invent- 
ed ; apd alfo with the Time, when 
we find, in Fad, l?y the Manufcripts 
which are now extant, that Accents 
began to be in common Ufe. Tho* 
even thmy and for many Ages after, 
feveral Writers, who were fludious 
of Antiquity, did not ufe them. As 
is evident from thofe Manufcripts 
without Accents, which yet were 
written in the fame Age with others 
that have them, 

Aristophanes of Byzantium^ 
according to ' Suidas^ flourifh'd at 
Alexandria in the 145''' Olymp.-r- 
He is faid to have been the Inven- 
tor of Accents, /*. e, at leafl as to the 
* In Voce 'Agif«(^»njf. 

K 3 Ufb 
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yfe which he made of them. Foy 
before him the Ufe of Accents was 
entirely mufical. But he thought 
that Accents might be ufefully ap^ 
plied to preferve the metrical Pro- 
nunciation of the Greek Language.; 
and for this Reafon he employed 
them to facilitate the Knowledge of 
that Language to thofe Foreigners, 
who were defirous of learning it. 
"" " Ariftophanes Byzantius x^otrw-^ 
^* ^Uv five accentus excogitavit. Non 
** quod ad illam ufque iEtatem 
** Graeea Lingua aceentibus et fpi- 
" ritibus cariierit: nulla enim po- 
*' teft lingua fine accentu et fpiritu 
** pronuntiari.} led quod ille ea, 
" quae ufus Magifter invexerat, aa 
** certas Rormas et regulas deduxcr 
" rit, fignaetformas invenerit, quo 
" loco eflent coriftituendi accentus 
" et fpiritus docuerit." — The Gram- 
piarians, who fucceeded y^'j/?^?/;^^- 
" Jkfpncfav. Palseogr. Grjec. p. 33, 
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ms in the School oi Alexandria, fol- 
low'd his Example. But, if his Me- 
thod was to make Accents always 
agree with Quantity, there is Reafon 
to doubt whether his Succeflbrs, iii 
Procefs of Time, kept ftridly to his 
Rules. — ""If. Fojftus thought that 
the Agreement of Accents with 
Quantity was kept up till the Time 
of Antoninus and Commodus ; and 
even down to the feventh Century. 
**Ufque ad tempora Antonini et 
" Ckjmmodi Impp. perftitit nihilo- 
" minus antiqua et fere integra lo- 
" quendi ratio, ut opus non fuerit 
** totidem Apicibus Scripturas one- 
** rare, ac pofterioribus fadum fit 
** feculis, ceflante nempe et penitus 
<* coUapfa vetere pronuntiandi ra- 
** tione, Quam recens fit ulus ap- 
" ponendi iftiufmodi ^ccentus qui- 
*' buslibet Scripturis, hoc fatis de- 

■ De Poemat. Cantu. p. 18, 19. 

K 4 "clarat, 
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" clarat, quod in nuUis N^moribus^ 
** nuUis Numifmatis, nyllis denique 
" Codicibus, qui quidem mille, aut 
** jiongentis Annis antiquiores funt, 
" Virgulae aut Apices ulli compare- 
" ant. Undefatisevidenteir|)atet,tQto 
" intennedio tempore, quod ab A- 
** riftopharie Gramniatico effluxit, 
** ufque ad id tempus, quo accentuis 
** adfcribi caeperunt, per fpatiun? 
** nempe odo vel novon feculorum, 
" baud aliis ufibus adhibitas fuiflc 
" a Grammaticis accerituuro notasj 
** quam ad erudiendam in Arte me- 
** trica Juv?;ntutiem, Nee tamen 
** exiftimandum fimilem, ap nunc 
** paffim recepta eft, olim quoque 
** fuifle accentuuni rationem. Qui 
" enim Cantu& aut Le^ftiofubfiftere 
" poffit, fi quis Homericos Verfus, 
** ita ac Yulgo fit, pronuntiet ?" 
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" Longe aiitser Veteres ; fie nempe 
" illi accentus digerebant. 

** Vera fife quae affirrab Jibenter a- 
" gnofcet is, qui VeterumGramma-r 
" ticprumDionyfiiThracisjApoUo- 
" niiAlcxan4rini,^liiDionyfiiHa- 
*^ licarnaflenfis, Ariftarchijuniorisjet 
** aliorum, quse fuperfunt, Scripta et 
" jfragmentajevolvat.*'— Butthislicth 
open to ^eat Uncertainties. — There 
is nothing extant oi A^ijiophams of 
ByzarOium. He is quoted but once 
by Apollmm\ and that not to any 
Purpofe, that coroeth up to the pre- 
fent Point. — Apolknm doth not, in 
his Syntax, fiiy any thing, either from 

« Odyff. r. J^ I, &c. 

him-r 
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himfelf, or from the elder Arifiar^ 
cbus^ whom he often quoteth, that 
proveth ^h2XVofftiis h^ advanced. 
— There is Reafon to doubt whe- 
ther the Tgj^vD y^xfiiutfix^y which is 
afcribed to Dkmyfus Ihraxy and is 
ftill extant, be really the Work of 
that DumyfiuSy who was the Scholar 
<:£ Arifiarchus\ or of fome other Di- 
•myfius. — The only printed Copy 
that we have of this '^zyyiiy^a.^yLV.- 
TW^ was'pubhfli'd by ^Fabf ictus from 
a Manufcript in the Holftein Libra- 
ry: and this contains nothing upon 
the prefent Subje6t. — There is no- 
^\\^o{ Arifiarchusy^xiiox publifh'd, 
that I know of, nor of M,lius Die- 
nyfius Hcdicarnaffenjisy excepting a 
Tradt Tiz^^ ccxyLiTtav f jjjitaTwy in Aldus^s 
l^efaurm. — What we have upon 
the Subject of Greek Accents, ac- 
cording to the prefent Syftepi, is 

r Bib. Grace. Lib. v. c. 7; § 13. 

con- 
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convey'd to us by the Greek Scholi- 
afts andGrammarianSj who, tho' we 
call them antient in Tefpe<3: to us, 
are yet modem in refped: to the 
truly antient Greeks. They copy one 
another : and all feem plainly to 
derive their Dodirinc from the 
Grammarians of the School oiAlex- 
anuria', many of whom liv'd before 
the Times o{ y4/ttonwus sndCommo- 
dus. So that tho' it fhould be al- 
low'd ihaX' Ariflophanes^ and Ibme 
of his immediate Succeflbrs, placed 
Accents agreeably to Quantity, yet 
is it, by no means an improbable 
Conjecture that, in Procefs of Time, 
the Grammarians of that School de- 
parted from the Syftem o{ Arifio- 
phanes, and did not pay a due Re-r 
gard to Quantity. And when this 
^flential Rule was neglecSled, and 
Accents were placed according to a 
porrupt Pro|iifnciation, which pre- 

vail'd, 
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vafl'd, then, of courfe, the Rule^ 
for j^acing Accents muft have been 
multiplied, in Proportion as the cor-* 
rupt Pronunciation encreafed.— 
]^t as it doth not appear when the 
Alteration began, this Matter muil 
ifeill remain undetermined. 

. It is not to be thought that the 
Grammarians formed at once a per- 
fedSyftem of Accents, which was 
yniverfally agreed to and received.— ' 
Their firft Bufinefs was to bring 
into fome Conliilency, and reduce 
under fome Rules, a Pronunciation, 
which had beoa corrupted at differ- 
ejtit Times, and in different Ways : 
whidi could not be done but by 
many Rules, and more Exceptions, 
And then they endeavoured, upon 
their own Authority, to form or fix 
a diftin<9:ive Pronunciation of fome 
Words } in which yet they greatly 
differ'd one from another. 

One 
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One Cafe, in which the Gram- 
marians accaited differently the feme 
Word, was to diftinguifh its a<9:ive 
from its paffive Senfe. As ^Xow^, 
' the Etytmlogifi teHeth us, with an 
Acute upon the Antepenultimate, 
fignifieth one, who is a Subjed: of 
Ridicule ; but, with a Circumflex 
upon the Penultimate, fignifieth a 
Joker : ykkoto^ Aiyera/, a ycAwrof 

Ammmius faith the feme thing. 
And io doth ' Eujiathius : t« ^ t^- 
flrtiXXaSs (fcil. yi'Koio?) rms o^vvaat 

cc(\ioQ. 01 (Te 7^>^i7^oi, ysMlov [ih tc^o- 
irsoioTtoiiiimCi tov yfAwTo^roiov Afy«a/. 
otov TOV fjuiAQV. yi'Koiov S^y TOV xotlxys- 
Tmcov. §oxh ^^ (pvia-i Tuv "KaXixtm xt- 
TiX'2v stvai, Tt^o7cs^t(rrxv tcL toixvtx. 
ofjio7ov. sTo7fiov. yi'Kolov. But SuidaSy 
T. Magijiery and Phavorinus fey 

* In Voce yiKiXti, ' II. B.. fol. 205. I. 44. 

quite 
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quite the contrary. ysXoioc o mrecye- 

kponus hath obferved that there was 
a third manner of accenting thi& 
Word, by putting an Acute upon the 
laft. tyti $e zoc^achfiiiitmsic tomnoLc i^. 
^iXoTCovoc* iv cue )^ oTi ye}io7oc f^h o 

Jt o^vTovus 6 ycAwTOTTowf. And a 
« Manuicript Lexicon in the Coiflian 
Library exhibiteth the lame. yiXoioQ 
fjt,h 6 xoe,Txy£>.xcoC) 'ST^oTH^tanufiimc* 
'. ysXoioc Ssy . o^UTOvcof, o yO^diTO-Koiog* 
which is manifeftly copied from 
Eujiathius* 

Another Cafe, in which the 
Grammarians accented differently 
the fame Word, was to diftinguifh 
its proper from its figurative Senfe* 
As dy^eiKOQj " Ammotnus telleth us, 

» Euftath. II. M. fol. 906. 1. 50. 
* Montfauc. Cat. Bib. Cwfl. p. 470. 
' In Voce 'hyifiMu , 

with 
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with a Circumflex upon the Penul- 
timate, fignifieth one, who dwel^ 
leth in the country ; but, with an 
Acute upon the Antepenultimate^ 
fignifieth an ill-bred Man. 'Ay^oT-^ 

fAsvuc fih, iv tly^u xeiloixm. lirfo- 

And y^tPtoktmus Afcalonitay whom 
Ammonius had perufed, for hequot- 
eth him under the Word r^iereCt 
faith quite the contrary. ''^Ay^oixoc 

.—But there is no reafonable Foun- 
dation for fuch a Difierence in the 
Accentuation of this Word. — ^AU 
the Compounds of oikoq are propar- 
oxytonous. And therefore, if Ana- 
logy is allow'd to be a Rule for ac- 
centing Words of the fame Form, 
there cannot be any good Reafon 

* Fabricii Bib, Grasc. Lib. iv, c, 33, § 5. 

to 
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to make an Exception for this iingk 
Word. '' ** Difcrimen eft inter Gram- 
" maticos circa hoc difcrimen, et 
" profeAo haud fcio an ita ftride et 
'* fuperftitiole obfervetur haec diiFe- 
" rentia apud Audores. Quamob- 
** rem dilpungerem penitus hanc 
** notam ^ixx^mxrjv inter d'y^o7xoc et 
** xy^oixosy turn quia de ea non con- 
" venit inter Grammaticos, turn 
quia non memini eam ab Audor-' 
ibus ubique obfervatam; turn 
quia tam cognata et finitimae funt 
hae fignificationes, ut non opus fit 
eas accentu diftingui ; turn deni- 
" que quia caetera omnia compofita 
** in oixoc funt proparoxytona. jwg- 

** rOtXOC, OtKOlXOCf (TOXOlXOCy Ttoi^OlXOCf 

** (ps^eoixocy &c. — I would not how- 
ever have it concluded from hence, 
that I approve of the placing an 

y Jac. Duport. Prseleft. in Theophraft.Char. 
iv. p. 273. ' 

4. Acute 
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Acute upon the Antepenultimate 
of thefe Words. I rather think, 
and am perfuaded, that dy^txoc, 
and dyo^oiioc, concerning the Ac- 
centuation of which there is much 
the fame Variation among the Gram- 
marians, and all Words of the fame 
Form, had originally, as they ought 
to have, a Circumflex upon die Pen- 
ultimate, and that it was the Mo- 
dems, the fji£Txy£V£<rs^oi ^ArjiKoiy who 
accented the Antepenultimate with 
an Acute. 

It is evident therefore, that the 
prefent Syftem of Accents is not 
founded on the genuine Pronuncia- 
tion of the Greek Language, which 
was agreeable to Quantity, but on 
a corrupt Pronunciation, which be- 
gan andencreafed in latter Ages. — 
Thofe Grammarians, from whom 
we have received this Syftem, were 
L really 
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really modern in reipe<Si to the pure 
and genuine Pronunciation of the 
Greek Language. '■ — The Rules, 
which they formed, had but little 
regard to Quantity; and were, 
in many Gafes, contrary one to an- 
other. And therefore it is no Won:^ 
der that this Syftem is not, even 
now, uniform and confiflent, and 
that there are many Variations in 
the placing of Accents, both in ac- 
cented ]\4£nufcripts, and printed 
Books. Which would not have been 
the Cafe, ifOrammarians had placed 
Accents as they were placed, whai 
the Greek Language was in its Pu- 
rity. 

There are undoubtedly (bme Dif- 
ficulties to be met with on the Sub- 
je<3: of Accents, both in the Greek 
and Latin Languages. But tbeje 
may, perhaps, be removed by con- 

fidering 
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fidering that in all Languages the 
Pronunciation of fome Words is 
founded only upon Cuftom, which . 
is above all the Laws of Grammar. 
* " Quod Graeci, quod B^bari hodie 
' in fua quifque Lingua : cur non 

* Romani habueiint, et quaedam 

* pronunciarint ad Morem potiuS) 

* quam ad Normam ? Ad fuavita- 
^^ tern, quam ad quantitatem ? Ego 

' cenfeam : etfi adfirmare aut illu- 

* ftrare id mihi fa* paucis argilmen- 
' tis vel exemplis. Quomodo enim 

* penetrem aut oculos adjiciam irt 

* tenebras illius JEvi ? Omnia fi- 

* lentio et oblivion^ obruta : ' et fci 

* mus in ea parte hadenus, quate- 
' nus fcire nds grammatici volue- 

* runt. Quibus tamen ipfis expref& 

* qusdam contra fuam Legemy 
^* pnefertira earn, quas Tenores ligat 
*'^iid Modulum Syllabae et Menfu- 

• JLipfiusf de reft, pronunt. L.L. c. 21. 
'''''' L 2 "ram." 
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** ram." There are fevcral Inftances 
of this in ^^uinSiilian^ Prifcian, Fe- 
Jiusy Gellius and Charijius, And we 
have the fame Reafon to fey of the 
Pronunciation of the antient Greek 
Language, that * SanSHus had to 
fay of that of the Latin, that there 
were fome thin^ in the Ufe of Ac- 
cents among the antient Romans y 
qui nofiras aures omnino fugiunt.-^— 
In living Languages tho-e is a Ne- 
ceffity of complying with Cuftom. 
But in dead Languages this Reafon 
feemeth to ceafe. — If therefore the 
Patrons of the modem Dodrine of 
Accents in the antient Greek Lan- 
guage think they can reconcile their 
Dodrine with a due Obfervation of 
Quantity, they are free to retain it 
But I mull fincerely confels that I 
don t fee how they can. On the con- 
trary we plainly fee that, in Fad, 
• Minerva, t. iv, c, 14. Art. 5. 

they 
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they do not : and that in Verfe they 
do not fo much, as pretend to it. So 
that, in this refped, they neceflarily 
run into the great abfurdity of mak- 
ing two Languages out of one 

And therefore, if we would oblerve 
Uniformity, and keep to what we can 
fafely rely on, we muft not admit of 
any Ufe of Accents in the Pronun- 
ciation of the antient Greek Lan- 
guage, but what is confiftent with 
Quantity. And, if we have loft the 
nicer Part of the antient Pronvmci- 
ation, we have the more Reafon to 
adhere to that eflential Part which 
ftill fubfifteth. 
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Page 22. I. JO. /or Enclytic^r.,En<:]k\c$. 

33. 1. 13. ^ rnvfA^fjioi i'. Tirwft/uii^. " 

78. I. i^. deli upon. 

82. 1, uK^r 1 55 Sr« ^553- 
115.;!. 19. yjr §fAoiof r. oifto(b(* 
124. 1. zi^/or tha r. that. 
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